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EDITORIAL

Gandhis Mission of
three fold Programme

Congress, Gandhi toured a number of

places in India. In Februarje visited
Rawalpindi. His aim was to bring about
reconciliation between Hindu refugees from
Kohat and the Muslim population of that town.
It was a vain dbrt. Returning from there he
visited South Gujrat and Saurashtidereafter
he spent a month in South India. In the
Travancore state Satyagraha was being conducted
for the past one year &ycom against
untouchability In April 1925, Gandhi resumed
his tour in Saurashtra and South Gujrat. He
reached Calcutta on May 1, 1925.

In 1925, as President of the Indian National
Congress, Gandhi chalked out three-fold
programme. InYoung Indiadated 16April, 1925
he wrote, ‘I must apply myself in preparing
efficient, non-violent and sacrificing workers
with a living faith in hand-spinning and
Khaddar Hindu-Muslim unity and removal of
untouchability Gandhi was firmly convinced
that successful implementation of the three-fold
programme was the only means of generating

I n 1925, as President of the Indian National
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internal strength of the people. He on 16April 1925, under the title ‘My

was well aware that he was position’. He reiterated, | cannot
attempting at a very ditult task. tease Hindu-Muslim unity into life.
A huge number of people It, therefore, requires no outward

gathered at his public meetings but activity from me.As a Hindu, | shall
they were not moved by his emphasiserve as many Mussalmans as will
on spinning and Khadi. In the let me serve them. | shall advise
Nagpur station on his way to those who seck my advice. For the
Calcutta he had a painful experiencerest | shall cease to worry about what
of a demonstration launched by the | cannot mend. But | have a living
huge crowd who gathered at the faith in unity coming. It must come

station to have hislarsan Gandhi even it has to do so after a few
bemoaned,That it was having with pitched battles.’

delirious jay Its joy was my pain. In 1920-21 Gandhi and Maulana
My name on their lips and black ShaukatAli started working together

caps on the heads—what a terrible as twin leaders of the Khilafat
contrast!'What a lie! | could not fight Movement. Gandhi had won the

the battle of Swaraj with that goodwill of the Muslim community
crowd.” A difference between the two leaders
Gandhi was sad, but not emeged. Gandhi insisted that he

disappointed. In his public speeches should publish a statement explaining
he emphasized the economic and his views to the public. Hakimfzal
humanitarian implications of Khadi. Khan suggest and Pandit Motilal

The Hindu-Muslim problem had Nehru agreed that the statements
become extremely complicated. He should not be published. On 19
explained his views in a public March 1925 Gandhi released his
meeting in Madras on March 7, statement to the Press. He explained,
1925. He said,'For the time being | ‘But we, at least I, came to the
have put away in my cup board this conclusion that public which had
Hindu-Muslim tangle. My mind will  hither to known that théli Brothers
eternally work at it till | find a and me to be always in agreement
solution.’ about so many public things should

He confessed his frustration againknow that we too might dér on
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some matters, but without suspectingpeople. It led to angry protest.
each other of conscious bias or wilfulGandhi explained that he had not
perversion of facts and without criticized the Koran but its wrong
mutual afection being in any way interpretation.

affected. Our open acknowledgment Gandhi declared in no uncertain
of our differences will be an object terms that ‘even the teachings

lesson in mutual toleratioh.’ themselves of Koran cannot be

A serious controversy engggd on exempt from criticism.’
a very sensitive issue. Gandhi was Gandhi explained his position,
moved by a report that two members*In my writing about Islam, | take
of the Ahmadiya sect had been the same care of its prestige that | do
stoned to death as penalty for of Hinduism. | apply the same
apostasy Gandhis agony was too method that | apply to Hinduism. |
deep for tears. In protest he dai no more defend on the mere ground

“I understand that the stoning of authority of a single text in the
method is enjoined in the Koran Fzs
only in certain circumstances .
which does not cover the cases
under observation. But as a
human being living in the fear of i
god | should question the morali 3
of the method under any e
circumstances whatsoever ... Eva
formula of every religion has in
this age of reason, to submit to .
the acid test of reason and ;
universal justice if it is to ask fo
universal assent. Error can clai
no exemption if it cannot be
supported by scriptures of the
world.”

This was indeed a severe
radical test for the orthodox
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Hindu scriptures than | can
defend one from the Koran.
Everything has to submit to
the test of reason. Islam
appeals to people because it
appeals also to reason.
Gandhi always maintainec
a critical attitude to tradition
and authority in religion. His |
life long campaign against the evils or invisible, is to deny God.’
of untouchability reveals the essence  He advised the supporter of
of satyagraha. In a public meeting in Vycom Satyagraha to be tolerant to
Madras he said,l‘reject the the opponents of reform. He
shashtras if | am told that the explained, 1 have found that mere
shastras countenance any such evil. appeal to reason does not answer
But | am positive, as | am positive where prejudices are age-long and
that we are sitting here togethéhat based on supposed religious authority
our shastras enjoin or countenance nBeason has to be strengthened by
such devilry To say that a single suffering and sugring open the eye
human being, because of his birth, of understandingTherefore there
becomes untouchable unapproachablequst be no compulsiom out acts.

Editor's Note :
The statements of Gandhi quoted in the editorial column occurhe Collected ks of
Mahatma Gandhiyol. XXVI (Januay-April 1925).




Discourses on Gita

M. K. Gandhi

The following ae a series of letters written to SabarmAshram inmates by Gandhiji
during his incaceration in ¥ravda Prison following the historic Dandi Mar in 1930.
They have been translated into Englisbnfr Gujarati by Mr Valji G. Desai.

Chapter |

~ the Kauravas gatheredShri Krishna who was Arjuna’s
=" together on the battle- charioteer drove his chariot into a place
Ly 3 :“ field of Kurukshetra between the two armiesThe scene

& (the field of Kuru) with which greetedArjuna’s eyes unnerved
their armies, Duryodhana the king otim, and he said to Shri Krishna, ‘How
Kauravas, approached Drona (higan | attack these in battle? | might fight
teacher in the science of war) and name@adily enough if | had to fight with
the leading warriors on either sides a strangers, but these are my kinsmiEme

signal for the battle to begin, conch-shelKauravas and the Pandavas are firs

e When the Pandavas andhorns were sounded on both sides and

Tt




Gandhi News/ %/ 7<% @ Vol. 14, No. 1@ «f2@-ge, 2035

cousins.We were brought up together Arjuna and Krishna. The real
Drona is our teacher as well as of th&urukshetra is the human heart, which
Kauravas'. Bhishma is a revered eldeis also adharmakshetra(the field of
for both. How can | fight with him? It is righteousness) if we look upon it as the
true that the Kauravas are criminals andbode of God and invite Him to take
doers of evil deedslhey have wronged hold of it. Some battle or other is fought
the Pandavas and deprived them of thean this battle-field from day to dailost
lands. They have insulted the saintlyof these battles arise from the distinction
Draupadi. But what shall I gain bybetween ‘mine’ and ‘thine’, between
killing them?They are fools indeed. But kinsmen and strangerfherefore, as we
shall 1 also be equally foolish? | haveshall find later on, the Lord tell&rjuna
some little  knowledge. | canthat attraction (raga) and repulsion
discriminate between right and wrong. (dvesha)lie at the root of sinWhen |
thus see that it is a sin to fight withlook upon a person or thing as ‘mine’,
relatives. Never mind if they have takemraga takes hold of my mind; and when
wrongful possession of the Pandavad’ look upon him as a strangeaversion
share in the kingdom. Never mind everor hatred enters the min@herefore
if they kill us. But how dare we raise ourwe must foget the distinction between,
hand against them? O Krishna, | will notmine’ and ‘thine’. That is to saywe
fight with my kith and kin.’ must give up our likes and dislikeBhis
With these wordsArjuna sank down is the teaching of the Gita and all other
on the seat of the chariot, beingscriptures.To say this is one thing; to
overwhelmed by grief. practise it is quite anothefhe Gita is
Here ends the first Chapter whictihere to teach us how to practise\WWe
is entitled ‘the sorrow ofArjuna’. All  will try to understand the method it
of us should feel pain even &@gjuna recommends.
did. No acquisition of knowledge is
possible unless there is in us a sense of Chapter Il
something lacking and a desire to knovy ~ 2w When Arjuna had
the truth. If a man is not curious even t¢ g .
know what is wrong and what is right,= b
what is the use of religion for himrhe ;
battle-field of Kurukshetra only provides/#
the occasion for the dialogue betwee jls

~ picked himself a
" little bit, the Lord
| ; o i rebuked him and
:'m ‘¥ said, ‘How is it

W19 LY, &

£+ - that this delusion
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has come to you? It is unworthy of aan army under his command. If you
warrior like you.’But even therjuna refuse to fight this righteous wathe
stuck to his first position, refused toconsequences will be the very reverse df
fight and said, ‘If in order to get it, | what you expect and you will become an
have to slay elders and other relationgbject of ridicule. You have always
I do not want not only a kingdom on thisenjoyed the reputation of being a brave
earth but even the delights of paradiseman. But if now you withdraw from the
My mind gropes in darkness. | do nobattle, you will be supposed to have
know where my duty lies. | put myselfbeen driven from it by feanf it were
into your hands. Please guide me.” part of your duty to flee in the face of
Finding thatArjuna was bewildered dangey disgrace would not mattdout if
and aspired after knowledge, Krishngou retire from battle nowou will have
had pity on him and proceeded tdailed to dischage your dutyand people
explain things to him : ‘“®ur sorrow is will be justified in condemning your
for nothing, and you utter words abouflight.
wisdom without understanding.You ‘Thus far, | have tried to reason out
have evidently fayotten the distinction things, draw a distinction between the
between the body and the embodiedody and the soul and remind you of
soul. The soul never dies; but the bodyour duty as a warrioBut let me now
passes through childhood, youth and agexplain Karmayoga (the method of
and perishes in the entihe body is born action). A practitioner of Karmayoga
but the soul is birthless and unchangingiever comes to harm. It has nothing tg
It ever was, is now and will be there fordo with chopping logic. It is something
all time to come. For whom then do youo be translated into action and
grieve? Your grief arises from a experienceAn ounce of practice is more
delusion.You look upon these Kauravasprofitable than tons of gmmentation.
as your own, but you are aware that the#nd this practice too must not be
bodies will come to an endnd as for vitiated by speculation about its fruit.
the souls which inhabit these bodies, nbiteralists performVedic rites directed
one can destroy thenThe soul cannot to the acquisition of material rewards. If
be wounded by weapons, burned by firegne rite does not yield the expected fruit
dried by the wind or drowned in waterthey have recourse to anothand being
Then again, consider this from thedisappointed once more, they take up &
standpoint of your duty as a warrior withthird. And thus they sdiér from utter
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mental confusionAs a matter of fact, it to be asthitaprajnaor samadhisthgone
iS up to us to do our duty withoutstable in spirit). He is unrfiéd in
wasting a single thought on the fruits ofidversity and he does not hanker after
our action.To fight is the duty you have happiness. Pleasure and pain are felt
to dischage at present. Gain or lossthrough the five sense3herefore this
defeat or victoryis not in your power wise man draws his senses away from
Why should you carry the needlessense objects even as a tortoise draws in
burden of thinking about them and behis limbs. The tortoise withdraws into
like the dog who walks under a cart andhis shell when he apprehends danger
imagines that it is being drawn byBut in the case of human beings sense
himself and not by the bullocks? Defeabbjects are ready to attack the senses at
and victory heat and cold, pleasure anall times; therefore their senses must
pain come to a man in turn and he mustlways be drawn in, and they should be
put up with them.Without worrying ever ready to fight against sense objects.
about the fruit of action, a man musfThis is the real battle. Some people
devote himself to the performance of hisesort to self-mortification and fasting as
duty with an evenness of temp&his is weapons of defence against sense
yoga, or skill in actionThe success of objects. These measures have their
an act lies in performing it, and not in itsimited use.The senses do not make for
result, whatever it isTherefore be calm sense objects so long as a man is fasting,
and do your duty clear of consequencesbut fasting alone does not destroy his
On hearing all thi¢\rjuna said, ‘The relish for them. On the other hand that
course of conduct you have mapped farelish may be heightened when the fast
me seems to be beyond my capaditgt is broken, and a man can get rid of it
to worry about defeat or victgryot to only with the grace of Godlhe senses
waste a thought on the result,—how caare so powerful that they drag a man
one attain such an evenness of tempéehind them by force if he is not on his
and steadfastness in spirit? How does guard. Therefore a man must always
man with such attainments behave, ankeep them under controlhis end he
how are we to recognize him?’ can achieve only if he turns his eyes
The Lord replied, ‘O king, one who inward, realizes Godlvho resides in his
renounces all the cravings whichheart and is devoted to Him. One who
torment the heart and derives highus looks upon Me as his goal and
contentment from within himself is saidsurrenders his all to Me, keeping his
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senses in control, is a yogi stable inhoughts?Without good thoughts there
spirit. On the other hand if a man is nots no peace, and without peace there ig
master of his senses, he is alwayso happinessWhere a stable-minded
musing on the objects of sense anthan sees things clear as daylight, the
conceives an attachment for them, sanstable man distracted by the turmoi
that he can hardly think of anything elseof the world is as good as blind. On the
From this attachment arises desire; another hand what is pure in the eyes of
when the desire is thwarted he getthe worldly wise looks unclean to and
angry Anger drives him nearly mad.repels the stable-minded man. Rivers
He cannot understand what he is aboutontinuously flow into the sea, but the
He thus loses his memorigehaves in a sea remains unmoved; in the same wa)
disorderly manner and comes to amll sense objects come to the yogi, buf
ignoble endWhen a mars senses rove he always remains calm like the sea
at will, he is like a rudderless ship whichThus one who abandons all desires, i§
is at the mercy of the gale and idree from pride and selfishness and
broken to pieces on the rocks. Merbehaves as one apart, finds pealdas
should therefore abandon all desires and the condition of a perfect man of God,
restrain their senses, so that these do rahd he who is established therein ever
indulge in undesirable activitfhe eyes at the final hour is saved (lit. set free,
then will look straight and that too onlymukg).’

at holy objects; the ears will listen to

hymns in praise of God or to cries of Chapter |lI
distress; hands and feet will be engage_d ~ mmm \\hen
in service. Ipdeed gll the gains of sens.e ot B "~ had thus set forth
and. of action will pe employed |.n-r {H | the marks of
helping a man to do his duty and makln( _. A i '&‘.: 53-"' identification for
him a fit recipient of the grace of God.| 0% """ I 5 sthitaprajna
And once the grace c?f God has ; s« ol person, Arjuna
descended upon him, al! his sorrow§ Alfeceived the impression that one had
at an endas snow melts in the SunShIne’only to sit quiet in order to attain such a

all pain vanishes when the grace of Gogtate as Krishna had not made the

shines upon him and he is said to bglightest reference to any need for action

stable ir? spinit. But If a man. Is Oty his part. He therefore asked Krishna,
stable-minded, how can he think goodlt seems as if you hold that knowledge

A

Krishna
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is superior to action. If so, why are yousacrifice. Sacrifice (yajna) means
urging me to this terrible deed and thugxerting oneself for the benefit of others,
confusing my mind? Please tell mdn a word serviceAnd where service is
clearly where my welfare lies.’ rendered for service’sake, there is no
Krisnna replied : ‘O sinlesérjuna, room for attachment, likes and dislikes.
since the beginning of time seekers havieerform such a sacrifice; render such
taken one or the other of two féifent service. When Brahma created the
paths. In one of these the pride of placeniverse, He created sacrifice along with
is given to knowledge and in the other ift, as it were, and said to mankind, “Go
is given to action. But you will find that forth into the world; serve one another
freedom from action cannot be attaine@nd prosperLook upon all creatures as
without action, that wisdom never comegjods. Serve and propitiate those gods, so
to a man simply on account of histhat being pleased they will be gracious
having ceased to act. Man does ndb you and fulfil your wishes unasked.”
become perfect merely by renouncingherefore understand that whoever
everything. Dort you see that every oneenjoys the fruits of the earth, without
of us is doing something or other all theserving the people and without having
time? Our very nature impels us tdirst given them their share,” is a thief.
action. Such being the law of nature, on&nd he who enjoys them after having
who sits with folded hands but lets higyiven all creatures their share is entitled
mind dwell on the objects of sense is # such enjoyment and is thus freed from
fool and may even be called a hypocritesin. On the other hand, those who
Rather than indulge in such senseledabour only for themselves are sinners
inactivity, is it not better that a manand eat the fruit of sin. It is a law of
should control the senses, overcome hrmsature that creatures are sustained by
likes and dislikes, and engage himself ifiood, food production depends on the
some activity or other without fuss andains, and the rains descend on the earth
in a spirit of detachment? Do youron account ofyajna, that is to saythe
allotted duty restraining the gans of labour of all creaturesThere is no rain
sense, for that is better than inactién. where there are no creatures, and it does
idler will only meet his end the soonerrain where they are therdll live by
for his idleness. But while acting,labour; none can remain idle and live,
remember that action leads to bondagend if this is true of the lower forms of
unless it is performed in a spirit oflife, it is still more applicable to man.
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Action takes its  origin from Brahmaattitude of the common man. | act in the
and Brahma from the imperishablespirit of perfect detachment while he
brahma; therefore the imperishableharbours attachment and works in his
brahma is present in all kinds of own interest. If a wise man like you

sacrifice or service.And whoever ceased to act, others too would do the

breaks this chain of mutual service is dame and their minds would be
sinner and he lives in vain. unsettled. Therefore do your duty
‘When a man enjoys peace of mindvithout attachment, so that others might
and contentment, it may be said thamot cease to work and might gradually
there is nothing left for him to do. Helearn to work without attachment. Man
does not stand to gain by action or bys bound to work in obedience to and in
inaction. He has no personal interests tconformity with his own nature. Only a
serve; and yet he must not cease ferof fool thinks that he himself is the doer
sacrifice. Therefore do your duty from To breathe is a part of mannature;
day to day without entertaining likes andvhen an insect settles upon the eye, th
dislikes and in a spirit of detachmenteyelid moves of its own accordind
He who acts in such a spirit enjoys th@obody says, “I take in the air” or “I
beatific vision. Then again if even a move the eyelid”. In the same mannef
selfless king like Janaka reachedvhy should not all human actions be
perfection all the while working for the performed in accordance with the
good of the people, how can you behavqualities of nature¥hy should there be
in a way diferent from hisAWhatever a any egoism about it? In order that a mai
good and great man does, commomay be able thus to act naturally ang
people imitate.Take My own case for without attachment, the best thing for
instance. | have nothing to gain byhim to do is to dedicate all his actions
action, and yet ceaselessly do | pouo Me and perform them without egoism
myself in action. Hence it is that peopleas a mere instrument in My hantlghen
too go on working more or less. Buta man thus gets over selfishness, all hi
what would happen if | ceased to work&actions are natural and free from taint
The world would collapse if the sun, theand he escapes many a troul#letions
moon and the stars ceased to méved then have no binding force for him.
it is | who set them in motion andAction being natural, it is sheer egoism
regulate their activity But there is a to outrage nature and to claim to be
difference between My attitude and thénactive.The victim of such egoism will

L
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externally appear not to act, but his mingherformed by one who is free from likes
is always active in schemin@his is and dislikes is sacrificeArjuna asked,
worse than external activity and has atMWhat is it that makes a man commit
the greater binding force. sin? Very often it seems as if he were
‘As a matter of fact the senses feetlriven to sin by some outsider against
attraction and aversion for theirhis own will.’
respective objects. For instance the ears Krishna replied : ‘The slave drivers
like to hear some things and do not liken this case are Kama (desire) and
to hear other thingsThe nose likes to Krodha (anger).These are like blood
smell the rose, and does not like to smebrothers. If desire is not satisfied, anger
dirt. This is also true of the othergans is the inevitable consequence. One who
of senseTherefore what man has to das the slave of desire and anger is said to
is not to submit to these two robbersbe inspired byrajoguna (the quality of
namely attraction and repulsion. If onepassion), which is mas’greatest enemy
wishes to escape their attentions, hand against which he has to fight day in,
mustnot go about in search of action. Hday out.As dust hides a mirrprsmoke
must not hanker after this todathat suffocates a fire and the womb covers
tomorrow and the other thing the dayhe embryo, even so anger deprives
after But he should hold himself readyknowledge of its lustre and s$atates it.
to render for the sake of God suctAnd desire is insatiable like fire, and
service as falls to his sharEhus he will taking possession of mansenses, mind
cultivate within himself the feeling thatand intellect, knocks him down.
whatever he does is in fact an act ofherefore first control your senses, and
God and not his own, and his egoisnthen conquer the mindvhen you have
will be a thing of the pastThis is done this, the intellect also will obey
svadharma(one’s own duty). One must your orders. For though among the
stick to svadharmafor it is the best for senses, the mind and the intellect, the
himself at any rate. Paradharma mind is greater than the senses and the
(anothets duty) may appear to be betterintellect is greater than the mind, the
but even so it should be looked upon asoul is the greatest of all. Man has no
dangerous.Moksha (salvation) lies in idea of his own strength or soul force,
embracing death while doing osedwn and tends to believe that the senses, the
duty’ mind and the intellect are not amenable
When Krishna said that actionto his control. But when once he has
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gained confidence in soul force,our efort, detachment may come to us,
everything else becomes easy as a matigerhaps the very first dayr may be
of course.And desire, anger and theironly after a thousand yeai/e must not
countless hosts hold no terror for himworry over the time this takes, for the
who has mastered the senses, the mimdfort carries within itself the seeds of
and the intelligence.’ success.We must however be on our
| call this chapter the key to anguard and make sure that it is a genuing
understanding of the Gita, and the gistffort, and that there is no self-
of it is that life is given us for servicedeception And this is certainly possible
and not for enjoyment.We have for us all.
therefore to impart a sacrificial character
to our lives. Intellectual assent to this Chapter IV
proposition is only the fi.rst step, but_ - = The Lord says to
such assent and condgct in terms of th e 2 "~ | Arjuna : ‘The
gssen.t.are. bound to ngl our heart Of-lth- L{H “ yoga of selfless
|mpur|t|e§ in course of time. Byt wha‘F |s o .§~ : s_;-.-‘*" action which |
real service? In order to obtain the righ @M commend to you
answer to this question, restraint of theuss W8

. o . oW ¢ is an ancient truth;
senses Is essential, as It gives US |3, propounding any new doctrine.

clearer and clearer vision of the God of have declared it to you, as you are my
truth. Service rendered with selfishdevOted friend. in ordér to heal the

motives ceases to be sacrifice. Hence ﬂlz%nflict in your mind. Whenever

urgent need for the spirit of detachment

- Eoodness weakens and evil grows from
When th's_'s understo.od, all manner 0 trength to strength, | incarnate Myself
controversies lose their meaning for u

e ) _ _ Sand protect the good and destroy thé
Did Krishna really askArjuna to kil wicked. Those who are aware of this

his relatives? Could such killing ever bepower (mayo) of Mine, are confident
a part of one duty?” Questions like that evil is bound to go undet am

these are set at rest for evéihen always by the good manside. He never

detachment governs our actions, €Vefy s from the strait and narrow path
the weapon raised in order to strike Alnd comes to Me at last, for he meditatef
enemy down falls out of our hand. But %n Me and hides himself in Me and thus
mere pretence of detachment serves _r?g delivered from passion and anger ang
useful purpose. If only we persevere Mg purified by austerity and wisdoms
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a man sows, so he reaps. None cahnd his activity is natural like the bodily
escape from the operation of the laws functions of a healthy individual. He is
have made. | established the fmarnas free from any pride or even
(classes, not castes) by the feliént consciousness that he is acting on his
distribution of qualities and actions.own. He has the realization that he is a
However | am not their authofor | do mere instrument of the divine wiNVhat
not desire the fruits of action and haveloes it matter whether he meets with
nothing to do with the merit or demeritsuccess or with failure? He is neither
arising therefrom.This divine maya elated by the one, nor unnerved by the
(course of action) is worth knowingll  other All his work is done as a sacrifice
activities prevalent in the world are(yajna), that is to sayas service to the
subject to divine laws, and yet God isvorld. He mediates upon God in all his
not defiled by themTherefore He is and actions and in the end comes to Him.
also is not their authoAnd a man who ‘There are many forms of sacrifice,
does likewise and acts in a spirit othe root of which lies in purity and
detachment without being defiled byservice, such as, for instance, control of
actions and by the yearning for their fruithe senses, charity anghranayama
is sure to be saved. In action he sedbreath control) practised with a view to
inaction and he understands at oncself-purification. Knowledge of these
what is wrong actionWrong actions are can be acquired from a wise teacher
all those that are inspired by desire anffuru) through humility earnestness and
cannot be performed in the absence afervice. If anybody indulges in various
desire, such for instance as theftactivities which he thinks aregajna,
adultery and the like.These simply without any understanding of whgajna
cannot be done in a spirit of detachments, he will only do harm to himself and
Therefore those who do the duty that lieto the world. It is therefore necessary
nearest without desire and scheming fahat all actions should be performed
the fruit of the action may be said tointelligently. This wisdom(jnana) is not
have burnt up their actions in the fire oimere book learning. In it there is no
wisdom (jnana). A man who has thus room for doubt. It begins with faith and
abandoned the attachment to the fruit afnds in experience. It enables a man to
action is always contented, alwaysee all beings in himself and to see
independent. He has his mind undehimself in God so that everything
control. He gives up all his possessionappears to him to be actually informed
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by God. Such wisdom #cts the Gita if we have faith in it and give it
salvation of the worst of sinners. Itconstant studyOur daily recitation of
releases the seeker from the bondage thfe Gita as well as this series of letters
action, so that he is notfa€ted by its is a means to this end.
results. There is nothing else in the

world so holy as this wisdonTherefore Chapter V
try to obtain it with a heart full of faith .

in God and with the senses unde J&.&

. . e - speak highly of
control, so that you will enjoy perfectk ~ wisdom. so that |
peace of mind.’ ) ke '

. . *”*’rli am inclined to
Th.e thlrd’ the fourth and  thelg =T hot ’;_- think that action is
following fifth chapter should be read ' g8 unnecessary But

togethey as they explain to US_ yvhat thethen you also praise action, thus making
yoga of selfless actioenasakti)is and me feel that unselfish performance of

what are the means of practising it. ”iaction is the thing to do. My mind will
these three chapters

are  properlyy o4 neace only if you tell me definitely
understood, the reader will have lesa/hich of the two is better

difficulty in tackling what follows.The The Lord replied,‘Sannyasameans

remaining chapters deal in detail Wm\Nisdom andKarmayogameans selfless
the qus and means  of a_Ch'eV'n%ction. Both of them are good, but if |
anasakti.We should study the Gita from had to choose between the two, | should
this point of view ahd i W? pursue this say that yoga or selfless action is bettet
study we shall find without much The man who does not hate any one o

trouble a solution of the problems WhiChanything, does not long for anything and

confro.nt us frgm day to dajrhis Ca”S_ is free from the pairs of opposites such
for daily practice. Let everybody try it. as heat and cold, pleasure and pain, is

If for instance he is angrylet him sannyasi (wise man, lit. one who

remember the verse dealing W'th aNg&anounces the world), no matter whethey
and subdue that enem$upposing we he is or is not a performer of action. He|

heartlly dislike somebody or are easily casts éfthe chain that binds him.

impatient or gluttonous or in doubt as tcbnly the ignorant speak of wisdom and

whether we should do or should not d%ction as dierent, not the learnedhe

something or otherall these diiculiles fruit of both is the same; both lead to an
can be solved with the help of MOtheridenticaI goal. Therefore he who sees

W Arjuna said, “ou

A
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them as one sees truljhe man of pure improper to say that such a man does
wisdom achieves his object by merelynothing. But this lofty state can, as a
willing it, and has no need to perform arrule, be only imagined, and not
outward act.When the city of Mithila experienced. Hence my preference for
was on fire, others were bound to ruskarmayoga. Millions derive the fruit of
to it and fight the fire. But King Janakasannyasa (wisdom, lit. renunciation)
contributed to this fight by his mentalfrom selfless action aloné’hey would
determination onlyfor his servants were fall between two stools if they tried their
ready to obey his commands. If he hattand at sannyasa. If they take to
run about with a water pot to quench theannyasaijt is very likely that they will
fire, he would only have done harm;become hypocrites, and as they have
others would have stared at him andeased to perform action, they are lost
failed to perform their own dutyor at altogether But a man who has purified
the most would have rushed here andimself by means of selfless action, who
there with a view to the King'safety has his mind and his senses under
But it is not given to every one of us tocontrol and who has identified himself
become a Janaka at once. It is indeedvéth all beings, loving them as himself,
very difficult task to reach a Janaka-like—such a man stands apart from action
state. Only one in a million can reach iglthough he is acting all the time, and is
as the fruit of service extending ovemot bound by it. He talks, he walks, he
many lives, and it is not a bed of rosetakes part in normal human activityut
either As a man goes on performinghis activity seems to be merely a
selfless action, his thought grows fronfunction of his ogans of sense, and he
strength to strength and he less and lebimself seems to be doing nothirthe
resorts to external action. But he igodily functions of a physically healthy
hardly conscious of this change, and hperson are natural and spontaneous. His
has not this change in view eithéte is stomach  for instance  functions
devoted only to service, with the resulindependently of him; he has not to
that his power of rendering servicebother about its functioning. Similarly a
increases to such an extent that he hardbpiritually healthy person, though acting
seems to rest from servicAnd finally through his bodyis not tainted by it and
his service is limited to thought alonemay be said to be doing nothing.
just as an object in extraordinary motiorTherefore a man should dedicate all his
seems to be at rest. It is obvioushactions to Brahma (God) and perform
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them on His behalf, so that in spite opurer and appear perfect and
his activity he does not earn either meriteritorious in the world eyes. He sees
or demerit and is untouched by eitheall things equal. He is equiminded
like a lotus leaf which is untouched bytowards a learned and humble Brahma
water Therefore a yogi (man of selfless(God) knowing Brahmana, a covan
action), performing action with the bady elephant, a dog and a degraded human
mind and understanding in a spirit ofbeing who is worse than a beabhat is

detachment and without egotismfo say he serves them all with equal
purifies himself and enters into peacedevotion. He does not honour any one of
The a-yogi, on the other hand, beinghem or treat another with contemphe

attached to the fruit of action, is aman of selfless action holds himself to
prisoner bound by his own desird@he be the worlds debtoy and he repays
yogi lives blissfully in the city with nine what he owes to every one else and does
gates that is his bogyaving renounced him full justice. Here on earth he takes
all actions by his mind, and realized thathe creation captive and is filled with
he himself is not doing or getting donethe spirit of the Supreme. He is not
anything at all.The man with a purified elated if anybody does something
soul does not commit sin, nor does heleasant; nor is he pained if foul abuse i$
do any meritorious deed. He who acts ipoured upon himThe man attached to
a spirit of detachment, having destroyethe world seeks happiness from outside
his egotism and renounced the fruit ohimself. On the other hand he who acts
action, becomes a mere machine moving a spirit of selfless detachment
at the will and pleasure of the Mastediscovers the spring of eternal peace in
Mechanic or an instrument in the handsimself having withdrawn his mind from
of God. The question, therefore, of hisexternal objectsAll sensual pleasures
earning merit or demerit does not ariseare a source of pain. One should resis
On the other hand, the ignorant man ithe rush of desire, anger and the like
always counting his merit and demeritThe selfless yogi is constantly engaged
and sinking deeper and deeper into thia doing good to all creatures. Hisind

pit, so that m the end the only thing hes free from doubt. He is not of the world
has earned is demerit. But as regards tlleough he is in the world. He turns his
man who destroys his own ignorance bgyes inward by means granayama

wisdom from day to day his (control of breath) etc. and conquers
spontaneous actions grow purer andesire, fear and angeHe knows Me
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alone to be the supreme Lord of all, thand pain, honour and dishonour do not
Friend and the recipient of sacrificialdisturb ones inner serenityHe is a yogi

offerings and enters into My peace.” who is a man of knowledge as well as

experience, who is unwavering and

Chapter VI master of his senses and to whom gold,

~ e The Lord said @ Stone and earth seem all alike. He

: B The man  who rggards W(I;h ap E/(\]/'l:sl eyg fne?d atr;d.foe,
- - sinner and saintWith a view to attain

= \?v?t(:lzut nis :E;y this state a man should stabilize his

selfish desire for mind, divest it of all sensual desires, and

¢ & fruit may be meditate. in solitude on the _Suprerr?e

called asannyasias well as a yogi. But Soul. It is not enough to practise yogic

he who abstains from action altogethe?‘sa_nas (postures) etc. In order to
is only an idlerThe root of the matter is achieve evenness of tempane must

that one should not allow his mind to fIitSCruIOUIOUSIy keep the major observances

from one object of desire to another an&vratag) such gs brahmacharya
from that to a third. He who would (chastity) and the likeA man who thus

practise yoga i.e. evenness of tempé?kes his place on a firm seat, keeps the
(samatvam)cannot but perform action observances and concentrates his mind

The man who has achieved suck"” God enters into perfect peace.

evenness of temper will be serene ‘This equanimity is not for one who
because his mere thoughts are gadr overeats or merely fasts, nor for one who

with the strength of actior yogi is one 'S 00 much addicted to sleep or to

who is not attached to the objects oyigils. Its seeker has to keep a sense of

sense or to action and whose mind ha&roportion in all his actions such as
ceased to roam restlessly eating and drinking, sleeping and
‘A man can be saved or lost bykeeping awakeTo overeat one day and

himself aloneTherefore he becomes hisfaSt the next dayto oversleep for a day

own friend or his own enemy as the cas%noI keep a vigil the next, to work hard

may be.To one who has subdued hisfor a day and pass the next in idleness is
mind his soul is a friend; while the soul® characteristic of a yogIhe yogi Is

is an enemy for him who has failed tostgble-mlnded at all t|mes;. and is
achieve self-controlThe test for self- without efort free from all desires. He

control is that heat and cold, pleasurés like an unflickering lamp burning in a
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windless place. He is not tossed to andim? Is he destroyed like a broken cloug
fro by dramatic events on the world-in the sky?’
stage or by his own brain waves. Such The Lord said, ‘Such a man of faith
mental poise can be acquired by slows never lost, for no one who takes the
but steady dbrt. The mind is fickle and right path ever comes to an evil end
restless, but it should be graduallyAfter death he lives for a time in some
stabilized, for one can have peace dfelestial world according to his merit
mind only when he is firm of and is then reborn on the earth into &
understanding. In order thus to stabilizéoly family. But such a birth is ditult
the mind, he should constantly fix it onto obtain. He then regains the menta
the soul. He will then see all beings inmpressions developed in his former
himself and himself in all beings, for helives, and struggling harder for
will see Me in all beings and all beingsperfection, reaches the supreme goa
in Me. He who is absorbed in Me, andThus making an assiduousfat some
sees Me everywhere ceases to latain equanimity soon, while others do
himself, so that he is at all times attunedo after a number of lives in accordance
to Me irrespective of what his doing, with the measure of their faith and
and is incapable of sin.’ endeavour This evenness of temper is
Yoga thus described seemed tguperior to asceticism, to knowledge an(ji'\
Arjuna to be a tall orderand he to sacred rites, for these latter are aft
exclaimed, ‘How is one to achieve suclall only means to the end of equanimity
equanimity?The human mind is restlessDo you therefore become even-mindec
like a monkeyand as dffcult to control and a yogiAnd even among yogis hold
as the wind. How is it to be curbed? him to be the best who dedicates his all
The Lord replied, “6u are right. But to Me and worships Me alone in full
if a man earnestly sets about conquerinigith.’
attachment and aversion, yoga will not Pranayama(control of breath) and
be dificult for him to practise. But it asanas(yogic postures) are referred to
should be clear to you that it is not forappreciatively in this chaptebut we
one who cannot control his mind.’ should remember that at the same time
ThenArjuna posed another questionthe Lord has stressed the need for
‘Supposing a man has faith, but is lax ilborahmacharya, i.e. keeping the
his efort and is thus unsuccessful inobservances calculated to take us nearg
perfecting himself, what happens tcand nearer to God : It should be clearly
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understood that the mere practice ofhadow of a doubt. | will declare to you
asanasand the like can never take us tdahis knowledge based on experience,
the goal of even-mindednes#&sanas which having been known, nothing more
and pranayamamay be of some slight here remains to be known. Hardly one
help in steadying the mind and makingrom among thousands strives to acquire
it single-purposed, provided that they aréhis knowledge, and perhaps one only of
practised to that end. Otherwise they arthese strivers makes a success of it.
no better than other methods of physical ‘Earth, water fire, air, ether mind,
training. They are very useful indeed asntellect and egoism—this is the
physical exercise and | believe that thigightfold composition of Myprakriti
type of exercise is good for the soul, an¢hature). This is the lower nature; the
may be performed from a bodilyother is higher nature, that is, lif€his
standpoint. But | have observed thatvorld is born of these two natures, that
these practices do only harm whems to say from the coming together of
indulged in for the acquisition of body and soulTherefore | am the cause
supernormal powergsiddhi) and the of the origin and destruction of all
performance of miraclesThis chapter things.As pearls are strung on a thread,
should be studied as a summary of theven so is the world held together by
teaching in the preceding three chapterdle. Thus | am the taste in the waters,
It cheers us up in our spiritual strugglethe light in the sun and the moon, the
We should never be downhearted ansgyllable “Om” in theVedas, the sound in
give up the endeavour to reach evennessher the spirit of enterprise in men, the
of temper sweet smell in the earth, the brightness
in fire, the life in all that lives, the
Chapter VII austerity of ascetics, the intelligence of
-~ wemm The Lord said, ‘O the intelligent, the pure strength of the
-5 ~ king, | will tell strong, and the craving of all beings
" you how a man which does not run counter to
_ ﬁ who devotes his righteousness. In short you should
15 'UUSS whole mind to understand that all that belongs to the
l H.s»-a. Me, takes refuge States of *sattva, *rajas and *tamas
in Me and practises karmayoga can haygroceeds from Me, and depends upon
perfect knowledge of Me free from theMe alone. People deluded by these three

* Harmony passion, sloth; or rhythm, activjtinertia.
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gualities (gunas) do not recognize Me desires resort to other deities.alone,

Who am imperishable. My Maya madenowever am the giver of rewards
of these qualities is hard to overcomecommensurate with the devotion of
But those who take refuge in Me pasgach. The achievement too of these
beyond this Maya, that is, the threedlevotees of limited understanding is
gunas.Foolish evil-doers cannot think of limited, but they rest content with it.
coming to Me even in their dreamsThese men in their ignorance imagine
Being steeped in illusion, they roam inthat they know Me through the senses
darkness and do not acquire knowledgdhey do not realize that My

But the doers of good deeds worshipmperishable and supreme form s
Me. Some of them do so in order tdbeyond the reach of the senses an(
obtain relief in their distress; others seekannot be grasped with the hands, thg
for knowledge of MeA third group are ears, the nose, the eyeShus the

inspired by a desire to get somethinggnorant do not recognize Me though |
for themselves while others worship Meam the creator of all thing¥his is my

with understanding, thinking it to beyogamaya (creative power). Pleasure
their duty Worship of Me means serviceand pain are the necessary consequeng
of My creation.This service is renderedof likes and dislikes and keep mankind
by some because of their misefdyy under the influence of delusion. But
others in order to gain some advantagéhose who have freed themselves from
by a third group out of curiosity asdelusion and purified their thoughts and
regards the outcome of such activity andctions hold firmly to their vows and
by a fourth group who know what theyoffer Me constant worshig@:hey know

are about and for whom service of otherMe in the form of perfect Brahma (the
is something that they cannot doAbsolute) as well as of individual selfs
without. These last are My wise embodied as various kinds of creature§
devotees, dearer to Me than all the regadhyatma), and My creative action

of them. Or rather they know Me bestkarma). Those who thus know Me as
and are nearest to M&heir wisdom is the One who governs the material
the, fruit of a quest extending over gadhibhuta)and the divine(adhidaiva)

number of lives, and when they havespects and the sacrificdadhiyajna)

acquired this wisdom, they see nothingnd have attained evenness of temper a|
in the world except MeYasudeva. But released from the bondage of birth and
those who are smitten by a variety ofleath after they have died. For having

=

e
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acquired the knowledge of reality theirthe hour of death, fgets himself, is
mind ceases to dwell on trivialities andcareful of nothing and desirous of
seeing the whole universe to be fillechothing will be united with Me.
with the spirit of God, they are absorbedVhatever a man constantly dwells on in
in Him.’ his mind and remembers at the time of
death is realized by hinT.herefore at all
Chapter VI times you should remember Me and set
your mind and heart upon Me and you
,___‘_,:"-,; ""-; spoke ofBrahma (the will gu-rely come to Me.Y(?g may sgy
#es t‘r .~ Absolute), adhyatma, that it is hard thus to stabilize the mind.
g}i ; ’;q karma, adhibhuta, But you take it from Me that one can
R T become single-minded by daily practice
and constant endeavodior as | told you
meaning of all these wordégain you just now all embo_died peings are in the
say that at the hour of death you ar&ssence Myself in various forms. For
revealed to those who know you aéhis he should prepare himself from the
adhibhuta etc. and have attained " first so that his mind does not go
evenness of tempePlease explain all astray at the time of death, but is steeped
in devotion, keeps the life forgqgrana)
The Lord replied,'Brahma is the steady and thinks only of Me as the

imperishable Supreme aspect of Gooqmniscient, the ancient, the.ruleuhe
and adhyatmais the individual soul subtle supporter of all and dispeller of
ignorance like the sun which drives

pa Arjuna  asked, "du

ks« o adhidaiva and
adhiyajna, but 1 do not understand the

this to me.’

living in the body of all beings as the
doer and the enjoyerKarma is the darkngss away )

process through which all beings come ‘This supreme state Is knoyvn to the
into existence, or in other words theVedas asakshara (the - Imperishable)
process of creatiorAdhibhutais Myself Brahma and is reached by sgges who
as the perishable bodgndadhiyajnais hgv.e freed themselve.s from likes e.md
the individual soul purified through dislikes. All who de5|.re to reach it
sacrifice.Thus whether as the body or aé)bservebrahmachaya, .e. keep body

the foolish soul or as the purified soul ormind and speech under control and give

as Brahma, it is | who am everywhere%JIO all objects of sense in these three

And never doubt this that he who/®S: Men and women who die, having
meditates on Me in all these aspects gpntrolled the senses and uttering the
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sacred syllable Om and rememberingnmovable aspect, which can be
Me as they depart, reach the suprenmealized only by single-minded devotion.
state.Their mind is never distracted bylt supports and pervades the wholg
other thoughts, and when they have thusniverse.
come to Me, they are not reborn into ‘It is said that one who dies in the
this painful conditionTo come to Me is bright half of the month during
the only means of breaking the vicioudJttarayana (the northward movement of
circle of birth and death. the sun from January to July) comes to
‘Men measure time by the humanMe if he is mindful of Me at last, and
span of a hundred years, and during th#ttat he who dies in the dark half of the
period do thousands of questionablenonth during Dakshinayana (the
deeds. But time is infiniteA thousand southward movement from July to
yugas (ages) make up the day odanuary) is reborn into the world.
Brahma; compared with it a human dayttarayan and the bright fortnight here
or even a hundred years of human lifenay be interpreted to mean the path of|
are as nothing.What is the use of selfless service; and Dakshinayana an
counting such infinitesimal measures othe dark half of month mean selfishness|.
time? Human life is as only a moment inThe path of service is the path of
the infinite cycle of time. It is up to uswisdom, and the path of selfishness is
therefore to think of God alone to thethe path of ignorance. He who treads thé¢
exclusion of all else. How can wefafd path of wisdom is released from the
to run after momentary pleasures®ondage of birth and death while he whg
Creation and dissolution have gone otakes the path of ignorance .becomes a
unceasingly during Brahn®'day and bondslave. After having realized the
night and will do so in future too. difference between the two, who would
‘Brahma who creates and dissolve®e so foolish as to prefer to walk in the
beings is only an aspect of Me. He is thevay of ignorance?ll men should learn
unmanifested which cannot be perceivetb discriminate between the paths,
by the senses. Beyond this unmanifestegnounce all fruits of merit, act in a spirit
there is yet another unmanifested aspeof detachment and disclya their duty
of Mine of which | have spoken to you.with all their heart and soul, and thus
He who reaches it is not reborn, for therendeavour to reach supreme state
is no day or night so far as this isdescribed by Me.’
concerned. This is a calm and

D
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Chapter IX everywhereAll creatures pass into My
nature at the end of a cycle and are
reborn at the beginning of creation.
These acts are Mine, but they do not
ﬁ_ verse the bind Me, for I act_ ir_1 a spirit of
H precedlng chapter de?achment and am intéfent as to the
fruit they bear These events happen as
the Lord :
= such is My nature. But people do not
) naturglly progeeds recognize Me in such a guise and deny
to sing the glory ofbhakti (devotion). \v ayistence altogethelhey entertain

For the yogi in terms of the Gita iS,4in aspirations, perform vain actions
neither a dry-as-dust man of knowledge,ng are full of ignorance, so that they

nor a devotee carried away by his oWRan pe said to partake of the nature of
enthusiasm, but a selfless performer qiemons. But those who abide in the
action imbued with the spirit of wisdom divine nature know and worship Me as
as well as devotion. So the Lord saidihe imperishable creatofhey are firm
‘As you are free from hatred, | shall nowin their determinationThey are always
tell you the secret of wisdom, astriving for virtue, praising Me, and
knowledge of which will contribute to meditating on Me. Others again believe
your welfare.This is the holy knowledge Me to be one or to be manyhere are
above all other and is easy to translateountless attributes of Me; therefore
into action.Those who have no faith inthose who believé#/e to be many think
it fail to find Me. Men cannot perceive of different attributes as so many
My unmanifested form by their sensesgifferent faces of Mine. But one and all,
yet it pervades the universe. It supportthey are my devotees.
the universe; the universe does not ‘I am the intention to dér a
support it.Again in a sense it may besacrifice, | the sacrifice itself, | the
said that all these beings are not in Maffering made to the spirits of the
and | am not in themAlthough | am the fathers, | the herb, | the sacred verse
source of all beings and their sustajnefmantra), | the oblation, | the fire to
they are not in Me and | am not in themwhich it is ofered. | am the father of
for in ignorance they do not know Methis world, | the motherthe supporter
and are not devoted to Me. Know this t@nd the grandsire, the object of
be my divine mystery knowledge, the syllable Om, *Rigveda,
‘But though it seems as if | am not in*Samaveda and *3urveda. | am the
these beings, | am like the air movingend of the pilgrimg path, the sustainer

= wwm Having described
-5 "~ the lofty state of a
=

« yogi in the last

*The three oldest sacred books of the Hintuasyi).
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the lord, thewitness. | am the shelter there will be no more births and deathg
the lover the origin, the dissolution, heatfor you. | am the same to all beings;
and cold, being and non-beinghose none is hateful or dear to Me. But those
who perform the rites mentioned in thevho worship Me with devotion are in
Vedas do so in order to gain their fruitMe, and | am in themThis is not

They may thus attain the world ofpartiality but only the natural
heaven, but they have to return to theonsequence of their devotion. Devotion
world of mortals and to die. But if a manindeed works wonders. He who
meditates upon Me with an undistracteavorships Me in utter devotion becomes
mind and worships Me alone, | bear alh saint even if he has been a sinAer

his burdens, supply all his needs andarkness vanishes before the sun, a matf

protect his possessions. Some otheebandons his evil ways as soon as h
who worship other deities with faith incomes to Me.Therefore know for
their heart are victims of ignorance, butertain that My devotee shall not
they are really worshipping Me for | amperish. He becomes a man of religion
the lord of all sacrifices. However theyand enters into My peacéhose who
do not know Me in My comprehensiveare born in the so-called lower castes
nature and therefore are unable to rea@nd illiterate women, *vaishyas and
the supreme stataNorshippers of the *shudras who take refuge in Me come tg
gods go to the world of the gods, théVle. It goes without saying, that so do
ancestor worshippers to the world of thdrahmanas and Kshatriyas who lead &
fathers and those who worship the spiritholy life. Every devotee enjoys the fruit
go to the spirits, while those whoof his devotionTherefore you who have
worship Me with the right approachbeen born in this unsubstantial world
come to Me. | accept thefefing of love should worship Me and work out your
made by seekers, even if it be only a leafalvation. Fix your mind on Me, be
or a flower Therefore whatever you do,devoted to Me, d&r your sacrifices for
do it only as an déring to Me, so that My sake, prostrate yourself before Me.
your responsibility for the good and evilAnd if you are intent on Me and reduce
results will cease altogethéks you will yourself to zero by attuning yourself to
have renounced all the fruits of actionMe, you are sure to come to Me.’

* The third and the fourth classes of ancient Hindu sqame®aning ‘farmers and mercharsid
‘servants’respectivelyBrahmanas (priests) and Kshatriyas (soldiers) constituted the first and |

second classes. V. G D.

he
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Note : We learn from this chapter that Chapter X
devotion (bhakti) means attachment_ - mmm The Lord
(asakti)to God.This is the royal road to * g&oe

the cultivation of a selfless spirit.® ' i
Therefore we are told at the very &L ;
beginning that devotion is the sovereigiih

yoga and is easy to practise. It is easy P devotees Even

practise if it takes hold of our heart, butgooIS and great sages do not know my
hard gomg.|f it does not. Hence It h‘asoeginning, for the very simple reason
been described as something for whlcﬁ]at | am without beginning myself and
we have to der our life itself as the am the origin of the universe including

price. But he who has plunged into itgods and sagesThe wise man who
enjoys perfect bliss though it scares thEnows Me to be unborn and without

mere spectatorSudhanva was IE’wghingbeginning is liberated from all sins, for

as he lay in the boiling oil while thewhen he realizes Me as such and himself

bystanders were seized with terror angS My child or as part and parcel of Me
anxiety The ‘untouchableNanda is said he overcomes the human liability to sin.

to have danped as he was tried by the,,nce of one' real nature is the root
ordeal of fire. We need not bother of sin

whether or not these are true stories. But ‘As all beings derive from Me, so do

the fact is that a man reaches Su?h tRe various natures distributed to them,
state of calmness and |mperturbab|I|t)éuch as for instance fgiveness, truth

when he is absorbgd In something 0jroy and sorrowbirth and death, fear and
other He fogets himself.

_ EUt WNO fearlessnessThose who know all these
would set his heart on anything excepf, po \y glorious manifestations easily
God? ‘Do not prefer the bitter nimba 10,0 ., e even-minded, as they cease to

sugarcane or :[he gloworm to the SUBe egotistic.Their heart is fixed on Me.
and the moon’The ninth chapter thus They dedicate their all to Me. | am the

shows that renunciation of the fruit ofonly subject of their conversatiofihey

actlon. is impossible without devotlonglorify Me and live in happiness and
(bhakti). Its last verse sums up the Who"?contentment. To these loving

chapter ar_1d in a word means, ‘Se’ekinglorshippers always aware of Me | grant
nothing, give yourself utterly to Me’. the power of understanding, by means of

which they come to Me.’

said,
- | ‘Hear once more
" what | say with a
frote L

. 5 - iV|ew to the
- T

, ™ welfare of

W18 oY "
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Arjuna then praised the Lord, %4 Among the stars | am the moon. Of
are the supreme Brahma, the higheshe Vedas | am the Samaveda. Of the
abode, and the Lordrou Yourself say gods | am Indra. Of the sensegans |
that sages worship you as the First of them the mind. Of beings | am
Gods, the Birthless, thall-pervading. consciousness. Of the Rudras | am
O Lord, O Fatherno one knowsvour Shankara (Shiva). Of the Yakshas
real nature; it is known to you aloneand Rakshasas | am Kubera. Of the
Now please tell me your gloriousDaityas (demons) | am Prahlada. Of
manifestations, and explain to me how beasts | am the lion. Of birds | am the
may recognize you by meditation.’ eagle. Indeed | am even the gambling

The Lord replied, ‘There is no endof the cheatsWhatever good or evil,
to My divine manifestations, but | happens in this world happens only by
shall name the chief of these only My permission. Realizing this men
am the atman (soul) dwelling in the should give up their pride and steer
heart of all beings. | am the beginningclear of evil, for | am the dispenser of
the middle and the end of them all. Othe fruits of their good and bad deeds
the Adityas | am Vishnu. Among the You should realize that only a single
lights I am the lightgiving sun. Of thefraction of Mine sustains the entire
Maruts (wind-gods) | am Marichi. universe.

1=

(To be continuel)




Gandhism and Humanism

M. N. Roy

very interesting
report of
“Gandhiji’'s Last

Discussion with Fellow
Workers” has just bee

published by Sri Pyarela
The discussion took plac -

“during the first half of
December 1947,” that is
to say hardly two months’
before the great tragedy

dont know if the

Mahatma had an
premonition of what was

repeatedly What is the
difference between
Gandhiji's teachings and
the so-called New
Humanism? Am | not

behaving like  the
biblical man who came
to scof and stayed to
pray?

Until now, my public
reply to the question has
been begging it. 1 have
simply suggested that
the interrogator should

coming. A psychic person who firmly judge, and if he believed that there was
believed that God was working througho difference between Gandhism and
him could conceivably have suchHumanism, | would not demurhave all
clairvoyance. It is all a matter ofalong been a critic of Gandhism, frankly
predisposition. In any case, what he saidoubtful about the claim that itfefs the
on that occasion seems to have come oanly hope for mankind. If my doubt was
of the depth of his heart, and therefor@roved to be unfounded, | would readily
should be regarded as a part, if not thstay to prayBut | never came to sdof
whole, of his testament. my criticism and doubt have never been
For the moment, | do not propose tgrejudiced or malicious. Even npwdo
appraise the testamefithat will have to not feel that | was wrong, although | do
be done some day for the sake of historfgel a strong sympathy for those who are
and truth. Meanwhile, Sri Pyarelal’ desperately trying to didrentiate
report makes it easy for me to answer @andhism from the practices of
guestion which has of late been put to mgiumphant nationalism, which still
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professes to worship the Mahatma as it®sponsible for his action, and
patron saintThat however does not meanconsequently d&érs greater guarantee
that | have suddenly discoveredagainst possible deviation from the
Humanism in Gandhismlhe sympathy chosen path of rectitude. It claims
is for an endeavour to stand by ane’freedom, and deserves it by assuming
conviction. responsibility The Gandhist view of life
The Mahatma did have someoffers the comfortable freedom from
humanist tendency and he was &sponsibility in return for the surrender
moralist. As such he has claimed myof the freedom of human judgment.
homage. But he was rather a Sri Pyarelal reports the Mahatma
humanitarian than a humanisfThe exclaiming penitentially : “My eyes have
distinction is not generally mad&he now been opened. | now see that what wg
desire to do good to all men withoutpractised during the fight with the British
discrimination is very laudable. But itunder the name of non-violence was not
does not necessarily mean to place theal non-violence. God had purposely
highest values in maifhe Mahatma did sealed my eyes as he wanted tQ
not regard man as the end in himself, biaccomplish. His great purpose through
as the means for the operation of thene. That purpose being accomplished
purpose of GodThis may be a sublime He has restored to me my sighWith
view of life; but it deprives man of this attitude, any human delinquency
freedom and sovereign creativenessould be justified. It brings God down in
Therefore it is not Humanism. Moreoyerthe world of pragmatism, to be guided by
in this attitude of surrender to athe questionable maxim that the end
superhuman will, one may findjustifies the means. Faith in God is the
justification for having done what hesheet-anchor of Gandhism. For that
would not do as a free agent. distinction, it may be regarded as
In the last days of his life, thesuperior to Humanism by the faithful.
Mahatma was painfully conscious ofBut others may diér. Here | do not raise
having deviated from the path of truththat issue. Now the point is that, if God
and non-violence. But the sublimeHimself endorses the maxim that the end
attitude of surrender to a higher powejustifies the means, how can it be rejected
enabled him to disown the responsibilityby Gandhism2Vhat God does is good;
for his own action. Humanism leaves nanan cannot be better than Gocet, to
such convenient loopholes; it holds mamave rejected the maxim, not only in

\1°4
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theory but also in practice, is said to beould be shown to be capable of
one of the most distinctive merits ofretaining and defending the power which
Gandhism. | have always been doubtfut had helped to win; in other words,
in this respect; now my doubt is borne outinless it could successfully act upon and
by the authority of the Mahatma himselfguide poweipolitics.” That is clear
The first principle of Gandhism— enough; Gandhism is not against power
that man can only serve the purpose gfolitics; it would not participate in the
God— caused the failure of thepractice directly but only guide it. It is
Mahatmas attempt to introduce morality further admitted that it has been
in politics to “purify politics"— a failure instrumental in the attainment of power
admitted by himself and a number of higby a political party) and wants to prove
closest associates. For the same reasats, capacity to retain and defend power
religious moralists of all ages and allSince admittedly Gandhism approved of
countries preached divine doctrines onlypolitical practice in pursuit of poweit
to be set aside in practice by theicould not insist upon the purity of
professed followers. Humanism agreemeans.
with  Gandhism as regards the During the discussion, some of his
importance of the purity of means; buffollowers advocated that true Gandhists
its demand for morality in politics is (other than political Congressmen)
more uncompromising; and it holds thatshould enter the Government to “use it
so long as power remains the basitor the purpose of building up a non-
incentive of political practice, it cannotviolent social ordet The Mahatma
conform strictly with professed moraldisagreed, insisting upon the spread of
principles. Nai Talin (new education) to create an
Gandhism also is supposed to rejea@tmosphere in which non-violence would
powerpolitics. On this point, Sri triumph. New Humanism proposes to do
Pyarelals report throws a flood of light. the same. Is it not following in the
In course of the discussion, the Mahatm#ootsteps of the Mahatma? He added that
is reported to have said : “Thethose who have come to powtranks to
conception of non-violence as thehe misuse of the instrument of
weapon of the strong must remain aon-violence and to the will of God that
chimera and a dream, and non-violencke should condone their questionable
has no future as a world power angbractice, they would hand over the power
harbinger of universal peace, unless b him any time he wanted. But he would
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not. That does look like an act of supremepublic, you will be able to return at the
self-abnegation—not to be tempted byolls whomsoever you may wish. get
power when it is within reach. But theremembership (presumably of the ruling
is another way of looking at it. He wasparty of the government) so long as the
the all-powerful. Why should he want voters are in your hand.” Finalljthe
more, which might indeed be less? peroration : “Banish the very idea of

The Gandhist attitude towardscapture of power and you will be able to
political power became still clearer wherguide power and keep it on the right
the Mahatma proceeded to visualise thpath.”
result of theNai Talim : “By abjuring Why should king-makers bother for
power and devoting ourselves to pur&ingship, which involves responsibility?
selfless service of the voters, we caAlmightiness is irresponsiblelo aspire
guide and influence them. It would givefor that status is hardly the same as tg
us far more real power than we can havabjure powerThe use of terms like “hold
by going into the governmenA stage on the people,” “choose our men,” “guide
may come when the people themselvgsower” is not accidental. Language is
may feel and say that they want us and rietermined by the logic of the thought it
one else to wield poweiThe question expressesiAnd Sri Pyarelal testifies that
could then be considered. | shall mosthe words of wisdom that dropped from
probably benot alive then. But when thathis lips on that occasion have an
time comes, the Sanghs will producexceptional significanceThey aford a
from amongst them some one who wilglimpse into the working of his mind on
take over the reins of administration. Bythe future role of constructive work in
that time, India shall have become amdependent India as he envisaged it, ang
ideal Sate.” its relation to powepolitics.”

Later on, he added : “&/can send We also get a glimpse into the Idea
men of our choice without going into theState of Gandhism. Someone (note the
government ourselvesAnd “Today we singular number) of the Gandhists will
have our own Government. Under adulgather in his hand all the reigns of powe
suffrage, if we are worth our salt, weas the result of a complete hold on the
should have that hold upon the peoplpeople, who would then do whatever
that whomsoever we may choose, shoulithey are told to dorhat might be a non-
be returned. Then again,'Suppose you violent social orderalthough it will be
don't take power but gain hold on thebased on emotional coercion (otherwise

=2
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the total regimentation of opinion will ethics is based upon rationalityhich is
not be possible). But it hardly will be athe essence of human nature. It declares
democratic or humanist social orderthat man as man can be moral, and
The Gandhist social order is thetherefore political practice being a form
terrestrial reflection of the teleologicalof human activity can be guided by
world order In the latter man is the moral principles.
vehicle for the operation of a super Humanism reaches the same
human Divine purpose. In the forméne conclusion also from its attitude to
citizens will blindly follow their non- power Uncompromising criticism of
violent rulers or a Benevolent Despot. Ipowekpolitics leads it to the rejection of
will indeed be a return to the legendaryarty-politics. In that position, political
Ram Raj. practice can do without the incentive of
As against the teleological firstpower In the absence of that corrupting
principle of Gandhism, the fallacy of itsagency morality in political practice
ethics deduced therefrom and itbecomes possible. Powén as much as
consequent  failure  in practice,it means ability to do things, is not
Humanism rests its ethics on thenecessarily corrupting. Centralisation of
rationality of man.The purpose of its power is an evil. In the Gandhist ideal
practice, therefore, is to make marBtate, power will be concentrated in the
progressively conscious of his innatédhand of “someone.That is the extremist
rationality and be guided by it in all hisform of centralisation. In view of the
behaviour Gandhism would teach manfact that each human being is possessed
to surrender his freedom of judgment t@f unlimited potentialities, Humanism
the inscrutable DivineWill, believing can visualise a social order in which
that goodness results from that attitude. fiower will be progressively
regards man only as an instrument, decentralised, until it is equally
means, not the end. Humanism does ndtstributed. That in short is the
recognise any metaphysical power tdlifference between Gandhism and
which man must be subordinated. It$Humanism.

By Courtsey :
Radical Essays on Gandhi and Gandhi@mdian Remainance Institute 15 Bankim Chatterjee
Street, Kolkata 700073, 1986 pp. 48-55).
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the way of non-violence is a discipline.j)
Violence is a negative force, while ahimsa

is a positive force
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i)

ii)

Vi)

When the Great Chief inMashington
sends word that he wishes to buy our
land he asks much of us...

We know that the white man does not
understand our ways. One portion of
land is the same to him as the next....
He treats his mothethe earth and his
brother the sky as things to be bought,
plundered sold like sheep or bright
beads...

| am a savage and | donot understand
any other wayl have seen a thousand
rotting bufaloes on the prairie left by
the white man who shot them from
passing train. | am a savage and | donot
understand how the smoking iron horse
can be more important than the tald
that we kill only to stay alive...

What is man without beast? If all the
beasts were gone, man would die from
the great loneliness of spirit. For
whatever happens to the beasts, soon
happens to man.All things are
connected...

This we know : the earth does not
belong to man : man belongs to the
earth. This we know all things are
connected like the blood which unites
one family..

The white too shall pass; perhaps
sooner than all other tribes.
Contaminate your bed, and you will

one night subcate in your own waste.
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DIRECTOR-SECRETARY’S REPORT

on
the Programme and Activities at
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore
from April, 2019 to June, 2019

m IN-HOUSE ACTIVITIES :
1. Closing Ceremony of the Training Programme for Women on ‘Cutting &
Tailoring’ (05.04.2019) :
The closing ceremony of thgaining
Programme forWomen on ‘Cutting
& Tailoring’, was held at thg
Sangrahalaya onApril 5, 2019.
Professor Prabir Dey Directot
Pranavananda Institute
Management &Technology Bharat
Sevashram Sangha and S
Subhendu Kanjilal, Director§ .
S.A.A.S.WE. Trust, Barrackpore were present as the Speual Guests in this
programmeThe participants of ‘Cutting &ailoring’ Training and the new group
of Women, who were selected for next training programme on ‘Making of Spft
Toys’, attended the programme. In the beginning of the programme an opefing
song was performed by the group of women of cutting & tailoring training.
Professor Dey delivered his valuable
speech on the various scopes for thg
women to involve themselves in the
field of skill development in future.
L% | Shri Kanjilal also delivered his speech
. "’#" to motivate the participants so that they
H will be able to apply their training
3 | skills for the present society in future.
Y The Sangrahalaya presented a shott
documentary entitled ‘Sampurna’ to
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highlight the vision of such initiative of the Sangrahalaya through various skill
development trainings for wometihe participants of the old batch shared their

) - 3 L ] U
traing experiences to the new coméfer completion the training on cutting &

tailoring in March, 2019, the Sangrahalaya took a theoretical and practical
examinations for the trainees and at the end of this closing ceremony the

b RO k " =

mementos and the certificates with gradation according to their overall
performances in the training, were provided to all the trainees.

2. Day-long Round Table Conference on ‘Modern Education System and
Gandhian Thought’ (30.04.2019) :
Gandhi  Smarak  Sangrahala
Barrackpore aganized a day-long
Round Table Conference g
‘Modern Education System a
GandhianThought’ at its premisey = -
on April 30, 2019. Sixty number g *
B.Ed. students both fromAshok
Nilay Nivedita College of Educatio
at Lakshmikantapur in the district
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South 24 Pgranas and Swamiivekananda College of Education fdfomen at
Barrackpore in the district of North 24 ganas, were participated in this Round
Table Conference.The Sangrahalaya invited Professor Pinaki Chakrabort
Former ProfessporBurdwan University and Shrngshuman ShethAssistant
Professar Institute of Education (B) for Women as the main Speakers. In the
o i

first session of the conference the two Speakers delivered their presentations on
the theme of the conferenc&he participants raised some valuable questions
after their deliberations and all these questions were discussed in the segond
session of the conference during the time of group discussion among |(jthe
participants.
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3. Celebration of 158th Birthday of Rabindranath Tagore (09.05.2019) :
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya Barrackpogamized a programme to celebrate
- the 158" Birth Anniversary of Gurudev
RabindranathTagore at its premises on
May 9, 2019. The programme was
divided in two parts. In the first part of
the programme the Sangrahalaya
organized a discussion on ‘Gurudev &
Mahatma’ by the presence of some
renowned personalities. Smt.

[
Alokparna Guha, renowned Dang
& TheatreArtist; Professor Pinak
Chakraborti, Former  Professq
Burdwan University; Shri Chanda :
Sen, Dramatist; Shri  Suveng v
Kanjilal, Director SAASE & W .- 5
Trust; ShriTapan Banerjee, Formé

——

‘| Head Master Talpukur Kshetramohan
High School and ShiTushar Samanta,
Former Head MasterHindu School
'! took part in this discussion programme.

The whole discussion was conducted
L 4 by the DirectoiSecretary of the
= Sangrahalaya. In the second part of the

/

programme a musical compositi¢ &
of Tagore, entitledBorisho Dhara| !

Majhe  Shantio  Bari’, was|:
performed by the group oArtists
and the Musical performance wj:
directed by Smt Shubhra Dut"
Chowdhury a renownedArtist of [
Rabindra Sangeet.
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OUTREACH ACTIVITIES :

. Outreach Programme at Khelaghar, North 24 Pargana$06 04.2019)
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahala o =
Barrackpore reached at ' =
institution named ‘Khelaghgr }-"’
located in a small village call
Badu in North 24 Pganas district]
Khelaghar is a seculacharitablej

trust and welfare home arfh'f o o
education resource centerlt i : bﬁ"“ ;
[— g, T =i 8
l{ mEis | e provides shelter food and
‘ ' FEE education free of cost to “Children
! | in need and in distress"This
s e -2 home was formed by Late
_ﬁg,{ Maitraye Devi, a well known

P g ] writer, social worker and an ardent
" follower of RabindranathlTagore,

ik, ' A i
in 1971. Set amidst the beauty of =

village green, Khelaghar blends wi

its background and harmonizes w

the flowing life around it. The & G
Sangrahalaya ganized an outrea X
programme at that place for t

(E—— —
_ Q children of that institution. A
' ) g : documentary film on Indian Freedom

Movement was shown to the children.
: They also participated in the audio-
visual spot quiz programme on life &
activites of Mahatma  Gandhi,
i - i conducted by the Directé@ecretary of
: the Sangrahalaya.
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2. Participatory Programme at Barsul Bratachari Sangha, Burdwan
(10.05.2019) :
Barsul Bratachari Sangha, Burdwaé
recognised by Bengal Bratachari Soci
celebrated 138th BirtAnniversary of Shri;
Gurusaday Dutta at their place on May |}
2019. They invited the Gandhi Smard
Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore to attend ti¥
programmeThe DirectorSecretary of thee
Sangrahalaya attended their programmg
Special Guest and delivered his speec
relevance of BratachaArt in present society and he also mentioned the basic
similarity of thinking of Gurusaday Dutta to promote such practical art in the

1L T . T T I

field of education along with other renowned personalities during that time like
Gurudev Rabindranatfiagore and Mahatma Gandhi. Shri Nitish Kumar Malik,
MLA of North BurdwanAssembly was also present in this programifiee
Learners of BratachaArt of this oganisation performed various performances,
which were the special attractions of this programme.

W WA e e
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3. Participatory Programme at Titagarh (13.04.2019) :

‘Do Something Foundatior—an
Youth  group qganisation  of
Titagarh area in the district
North 24 Paganas aganized
Seminar on ‘Peace and Compog
Heritage’ at Ravindra Bhawa
Khardah in  association  wit
Millennium Care & Development
The theme of the Seminar was ‘H

Peace, For Love, Come on for

g Dream, For Tomorrow'. The

) organisers invited the Director

Secretary of Gandhi Smarak
| Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore to
il deliver a speech on Mahatma
| Gandh— An Apostle of Peace

*¥ in this Seminar The Youth

¢ Generations of this

4 Organisation are providing
| their excellent dbrts to

| spread the messages of peace
A to all kinds of people through
their several activities throughout thear in this area.
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4. Participation in a Live Telecast Talk Show at Doordarshan Kendra, Kolkata
(16.04.2019) :
On the occasion of 180 Birth
Anniversary of Mahatma Gand
Doordarshan Kendra Kolkata
telecasting a series of lectures
DD Bangla on various relate
issues on Gandhiji in sever|
times throughout this yearOn 3 : 3
April 16, 2019 they had scheduled a live programme on the topic of ‘Gandhian
Philosophy on Communal Harmony’, which was telecast at 04:05 pm. Professor
Jaharlal Sen, Former Professor
Department of History University of
Calcutta & a renowned Gandhian
Scholar and Shri  Pratik Ghosh,
DirectorSecretary of Gandhi Smarak
.. Sangrahalaya,  Barrackpore  was
participated as Experts to discuss about
this topic in this live Programme. Mrs.
Gamgi Ghosh performed the Gandhi
Bhajans at the beginning and at the end of the programme. Shri Sauvik
Majumder conducted the whole programme asAaohor.
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To The Reader |

- —
[ would like to say to the diligent reader of f" -
my writings and to others who are interested

in them that | am not at all concerned with :
appearing to be consistent. In my search |
after Truth I have discarded many 1deas and f
learnt many new things. Old as [ am in age, f
1 have no feeling that I have ceased to grow
inwardly or that my growth will stop at

the dissolution of the flesh. What T am ;
concerned with is my readiness to obey |
the call of Truth, my God, from moment |

to moment, and, therefore, when anybody

finds any inconsistency between any i
two writings of mine, if he has still faith
in my sanity, he would do well to |

choose the later of the two on the same
subject.

}
Harijan,29.4."33, p.2 M. K. Gandhi |
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