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EDITORIAL

Gandbhiji in
Bengal, 1925

daily programme of work as light as
possible. Gandhi said,

“l repeat once more that | like
the whole tour to be thoroughly
business-like. Bengal is said to lack
business-capacityLet the chage be
falsified. When business-like habits are

added to a keen and imaginative

| am looking foward to the Bengal tour intellect the combination carries
in great hope. Bengal has the fineste€verything before it. May Bengal show
imagination. The Bengal youtheamell- the combination”’

witted. They a self-sacrificing. Letters Gandhi wanted full statistical

received fom all over Bengal & most information in every address presented
enticing. to him. He was disgusted with the
M. K. Gandhi repeated mention of his many virtues in

On May 1, 1925 Gandhi reacheothe addresses presented to him by the

Calcutta. His plan was to spend niné)rganizers of meetings in every district.

weeks in Bengal. Before starting forThe statistical information should

Calcutta. he visited KathiawaHere he contain a faithful record of the activities

of the district or town presenting it.
e%andhi wanted that the address should

the oganizers in Bengal to make hiscontain accurate information on the

was attacked with malarial feveHe
became too weak to move. He request
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following issues :

1

2

3.

. the number of Khaddar depots an

. The address should contain a

instructions mentioned above

Number of self-spinning members, ~ Gandhi assertedMay | also say that

. . It would be wrong to give me costly
Number of spinning wheels working,

caskets or frames for the addresses. |
the average capacity of each wheekngyid be satisfied with hand written

the counts spun, addresses on handmade paper or on a
the monthly output of yarn andpiece of Khaddarl need not tell Bengal
Khaddar that it may make an address artistic

e{vithout making it costly or unportable.’

) In Travancore and also in several
sales in each,

other places; Gandhi informs us, the

- the number of national schools and,yqresses were traced on delicate little

colleges with the number of boys ancbalmyra leaves. ‘I want to reach the

girls attending, heart of Bengal as of India’explains

All the information about activity Gandhi, ‘And where heart is to speak to
among untouchables and theiheart, costly things and fine phrases are
condition before and after thehindrance rather than a help. | am
commencement of the g@anised hungry for deeds and not words. Solid
work among them, Khaddar work is dearer to me than
The address should describe thgeavy gold or silver plate cellected
works of Mahatma Gandhwvol 26, pp
535-36).

Gandhis life was the light of men.

Hindu-Muslim condition,

description of the drink and opium. quote the Gospel according td. S

traffic. John, ‘The light shines on in the dark,

In consonance with the spirit ofand the darkness has never quenchéd it.’



Discourses on Gita

M. K. Gandhi

The following ae a series of letters written to Sabarm&gshram inmates by Gandhiji
during his incaceration in ¥ravda Prison following the historic Dandi Mdr in 1930.
They have been translated into Englisbnfr Gujarati by Mr Valji G. Desai.

(Continuation from previous issue)

Chapter XI

rjuna, asking the Lord for a favqusaid, ‘O Supreme Lord, by teaching me the
truth about the soul, you have dispelled my ignora¥oe. areAll, the Creator
and the Destroyerbeing Imperishable yourself. If possible please let me have a
vision of your divine Form.’

The Lord said, ‘There are thousands of my divine forms in various colboes.
*Adityas, the *\asus and the *Rudras—all are unified in My bodg well as all
things, animate and inanimate. But you cannot see this my form with those fleshly
eyes.Therefore | give you divine sight with which to see Me.’

Sanjaya said to Dhritarashtra, ‘O king, speaking thusArjona, the Lord

* Various classes of Hindu godsans.
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revealed to him His marvelloums,__;: form which defies descriptioriVe

see a single sun in the sky every,day but supposing a thousand suns were
blazing in the skythe glory of whatArjuna saw was more dazzling than their
accumulated lightThe ornaments and the weapons of that Form were similarly
divine. Arjuna’s hair then stood erecAnd he spoke, shaking all over

Arjuna said, ‘O God, | see every thing and everybody within your.d8hma
and Shiva are there, and so are the sages and the holy serpents. | see you with
countless arms and faces, and find no beginning, middle oleadshine like
a mass of instérable light, and blaze like fire&fou are the ultimate foundation of
the universe, thA&ncient of Days, and the guardian of eternal. ld¥herever | look,
| see parts of your body¥he sun and the moon are your eyes as it Were.pervade
heaven and earttYour splendour burns up the univer3éis world is seized with
awe.The gods, the sages, and the siddhas—all are standing with clasped hands and
sing your praise. On seeing this stupendous form and brilliance | lose my nerve. My
patience and peace are gone. O God, have mercy on Me. | see these people rush
into your mouth frightful with tusks as moths fly into a flame and you crush them
to powder Who are you with such an awful form? | cannot understand your ways.’

The Lord said, ‘I anilime, the destroyer of world¥ou may or may not fight,
but the warriors on both the sides are bound to peYish.are only an instrument
of the divine will.’

Arjuna said, ‘O God, home of all the world, you are the Imperishable, being and
non-being and what is beyond either of théfou are the First of the gods, the
Ancient of Days; you are the refuge of the woN@u are the one thing which is
to be known.You areVayu (wind), Yama (the God of death and judgme#tyni
(fire) and Prajapati (the Creator). Hail to you a thousand times. Now please show
me your original form again.’

The Lord then said, ‘I showed My world-wide form to you, because | love you.
You have seen today something the vision of which cannot be wvedy or any
other studies, rituals, alms or austerities. Do not be bewildered because you have
seen it. Cast away fedre calm and see my familiar forifthat shape of mine which
you have seen is hard to see even for the gods and can be seen only by pure
devotion. Whoever works for Me, makes Me his supreme good, becomes my
devotee, frees himself from attachment and loves all beings, comes to me.’

| have deliberately cut this as well as the last chapter shod.one is full of

b
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poetry and therefore should be re _ frequently either in the original or

in translation, so that we may be  imbued with the spirit of devotion.
Whether we are or not thus imbued can be found by applying the acid test mentioned
in the last verse. Devotion is impossible in the absence of total self-surrender and
all-embracing love. Self-surrender and a sense of solidarity with all living beings
become easy of attainment if we meditate on God as world-destroying time into
whose gaping mouths the universe rushes to its ddbis.fate is bound to overtake

us too all of a sudden, whether we wish for it or Adius all distinctions of small

and big, high and lowman and woman, men and the lower animals disappear
Seeing that we are all a mere morsel in the mouth of God as the Desweyer
should become humble and reduce ourselves to zero and cultivate friendship with
every one else. If we do this, we shall cease to be afraid of this terrible Form of God.
On the other hand it will give us peace of mind.

Chapter XIlI
- rjuna asks the Lord, ‘Some devotees adore a personal
= (sakara)God while others worship th&bsolute(nirakara).

T
@ Which of these two courses is better?’

Al g The Lord replies, ‘Those who fix their minds on Me (as the
7 % Mr = One Life in all) with perfect faith and are absorbed in Me are

) = My devotees indeed. But those who worship Afesolute and
restrain and subdue their senses, are equiminded towards all living beings and serve
them without looking on some as of a superior and others as of an inferior grade—
they also will come to Me. Neither of these two classes of devotees is superior to
the otherBut a full realization of th@bsolute is almost impossible for an embodied
being. The Absolute is devoid of all attributes and thusfidiflt for men even to
imagine. Therefore they are all worshippers of a personal God, whether they are
aware of it or not.

‘Do you therefore place your mind in Me (the personal God in the universal
form) and ofer Me your all. If this is not possible, try to restrain the aberrations of
the mind; that is to sayy observing thegamasand niyamas,and with the helpf
pranayamaand yogic exercises, obtain control over the mind. If even this is beyond
your capacity perform all actions for My sake, so that your delusion will be
destroyed, and you will be imbued with the spirit of detachment and devotion. If you

-

)
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cannot do even this, renounce EE_ fruits of action, that is, cease to
have a desire for the fruits of action, and do the task which is allotted to

you. A man can never have any say as regards the fruit of his action, as the nature

of the fruit is determined by a number of independent factors. Be you therefore a

mere instrument in My hands. | have thus described four methods, none of which

is superior to the other§¥ou may adopt any one of the four you like. It may seem
as if the path of knowledge (hearing the doctrine, pondering over it, etc.) is easier
to take than that ofamas, niyamas, pranayama, asae#s, meditation in worship

is easier still and the renunciation of the fruit the easiest of all. But the same method

is not equally well suited for allAnd some seekers have to adopt all the four

methods, which are int@onnectedYou must become a devotee one way or other;
you may take any path that leads to this destination.

‘Let me tell you what the true devotee is like. He does not hate or bear ill-will
to any living creature. He looks on all with love and compassion. He is free from
the delusion of “I” and “Mine”. He reduces himself to zero. Pleasure and pain are
equally acceptable to him. He fives the wrong-doer even as he expects to be
forgiven himself. He is always contented with his lot, and is unshakable in his
resolve. He dedicates his intellect and mind and all to Me. He never molests his
fellow-creatures; these are therefore never afraid of him. He does not allow himself
to become perturbed by the world. He is free from exultation, spaogey fear
and the like. He seeks nothing for himself. He is pure and skilful in action. He
renounces every undertakilgthough he is firm in his resolve, he is irféifent as
regards the success or failure of his action; that is tphs&ays not anxious about
its result. He is alike to friend and foe. Honour and insult are the same to him. He
is silent and content with what comes. He moves freely as if he were along. He has
a steady mind at all times and places.devotee who behaves like this in faith is
dear to me.’

Q. The devotee ‘renounces all undertaking¥hat does this mean?

A. The devotee will not draw up schemes of future expansion. For example, if a
merchant who deals in cloth now has any plans of selling firewood as well in
the future, or if he, having one shop qrilyinks of opening five more shops, that
would bearambha (undertaking) on his part, and the devotee will have none
of it. This principle is applicable to service of the nation as well. For instance
a worker in the Khadi department today will not take up cow-keeping tomorrow

S0
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agriculture the day after a& medical aid on the fourth dayde
will do his best in whatever has come to himWhen | am free from
egoism, not King remains for me to do.

-~ . -~

A QA9 HA g &l |
ST QU0 AW ARAT X, A S FETQ THAY |

‘The Lord has bound me with a cotton thread; | am His, no matter where He
leads me. | have been stabbed with the dagger of lAveevotees every activity
is planned by God. It comes to him as in the natural course of things. He therefore
rests content with, ‘this, that or anything el6g %’Frﬁi'a: | ). This is the meaning
of ‘renouncing all undertakingsThe devotee does not cease to work; indeed he is
nothing if not a workerHe only ceases to think needless thoughts about his work.
It is these that he has trenounce.

ARG WAT T IH NET FARIH | AT 95-93 |

‘This has been acquiredybme today; that purpose | shall gain tomorrow’ this
is the opposite of ‘renouncing undertakings.’

Chapter Xl
_ - he Lord said, ‘Kshetra (the Field) is another name for the
32" v human body and kshetrajna means one who knows the
‘@ Field. Understand Me as the knower of the Field in all bodies.
il Real knowledge means discrimination between the Field and
\mﬁ, the knower of the FieldThe five great elements, namely
. earth, water fire, air and ether individuality (ahamkara),
intellect, the unmanifest, the ten senses,* mind, the five sense objects, desire and
hatred, pleasure and paisanghata(the power of combination inherent in the
constituents of the body), consciousness and cohesion,—these constitute the Field
with its modifications. Knowledge of these is essential, as they have to be

renounced.Wisdom is the foundation on which such renunciation can be based.
Wisdom here means and includes humilitynpretentiousness, non-violence,

%

L

* The five ogans of perception, viz. hearing, touch, sight, taste and smell, and thegiives af
action,viz.,tongue, feet, hands and th@ans of evacuation and reproduction.
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forgiveness, rectitude, service & the teacherpurity, steadfastness,
self-restraint, indifierence to sense objects, absence of egoism, insight

into the evil of birth, death, old age, disease and pain, detachment from wife and
children, hearth and home, friends and relations, equimindedness to good and bad
fortune, wholehearted devotion to God, love of solitude, dislike for the enjoyment
of sensual pleasures in company with others, thirst for knowledge of the soul, and
at last the beatific visionAnd the reverse of this is ignorance. Now let me tell
you something about that which has to be known with a view to salvaian.is
beginningless supreme Brahma. Brahma is beginningless because it is unborn and
was there when there was nothing. It is neiteat (existent) norasat (non-
existent) but beyond them both. But from another standpoint it can be satled
because it is eternal. Human beings cannot recognize it as such; therefore it is
said to be beyond evesat. It pervades the whole universe. It may be said to
have a thousand hands and feet, and though it seems to have hands and feet, it is
devoid of the ggans of sense or it does not need thegarmy. Sense gans are
transitory while Brahma is eternaAnd although being all-pervasive and all-
sustaining, it may be said to be enjoying the qualif{gsnas),it is free from
them. Where there argunas,there is changévikara), but Brahma is changeless.
It may be said to be outside all beings, because it is out for those who do not
know it. And it is within all beings as it is all-pervading. Similarly it is both
moving and unmoving. It is subtle and hence imperceptible. It is distant as well
as nearlt is undivided in the sense that it is imperishable though nzma)
and form(rupa) perish, but it also seems to be divided as we say that it is within
all creatures. It creates, preserves and destroys. It is the light of lights beyond
darkness, and the end of all knowledge. Brahma which is planted in every heart is
jneya, the one thing worth knowingAll knowledge is a means to the end of being
united with it.

‘God and his maya (nature) are both without beginning. Modifications
(vikaras) are born ofmayaand these give rise to various kinds of actfkarma).
On account oimaya,the soul experiences pleasure and pain and the fruit of merit
(punya)and demerifpapa). He who, having realized this, does his duty in a spirit
of detachment is not born again in spite of his actifity he beholds the face of
God in all faces, and seeing that not a leaf moves but by the divine will, he is
free from egotism, understands that he is separate from the body and that the soul,
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though living in the bodyremains
like the omnipresent ethér

by means of knowledge urietted

Chapter XIV
n he Lord said, ‘Once more | will teach you that supreme
A4 g wisdom which enabled sages to reach the highest perfection.

: ‘% People who find that wisdom and do their duty accordingly are
77 Wiy L delivered from the cycle of births and deathsAQuna, know
7 ‘;% }, me to be the father and mother of all beinblse threegunas

born of nature, vizsattva(goodness)rajas (passion) andamas
(ignorance) bind the soul dowmlhey may be described respectively as the highest,
the middling and the lowest. Of thesattvais pure and unsullied and gives light;
it is therefore the source of happineRgjasarises from attachment and craving and
makes a man indulge in all manner of activiti@masis rooted in ignorance and
delusion and makes one negligent and indolent. In siatiktamakes for happiness,
rajas for restlessness artdmasfor sloth. Sometimesattvaprevails, overpowering
rajas and tamas; at other timegajas prevails, overpoweringattvaand tamas; at
still other timestamasprevails, overpoweringattvaand rajas. When the light of
wisdom shines through all the activities of the body it may be knowrs#taais
increasing.Where greed, bustle, unrest and competition are obserajed,is the
ruler. And the predominance dlamas ischaracterized by ignorance, sloth and
delusion. Ifsattvaprevails in a mas' life, he is born in the sinless worlds of the
great sages after death.réfjas dominates his life, he is born among those who are
attached to actiorAnd if tamasis the ruling principle, he returns to the womb of
the senselesdhe fruit of sattvikaaction is purity while the fruit ofrajas is pain
and the fruit oftamasis ignoranceA sattvikaman rises to the higher regions; a
rajasa person remains in this world, while @masa individual sinks to the
underworld.When a man perceives no doer of action other than these qualities and
knows Me who am beyond them he enters into My naWvieen the dweller in the
body has overcome the three qualities from which all bodies arise, he is freed from
birth and death, old age and pain and drinks the nectar of eternal life.’

On hearing that who transcends the qualities makes such great progress on the

pilgrim’s path,Arjuna asked, ‘What are the marks of such perfection? How does
such a perfect being conduct himsefffd how does he cross over the qualities?’

-

.
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The Lord replied, ‘A man is = said to have risen above the
qualities when he is not angry if the ' light and knowledgeof sattvaor the
activity and bustle ofajas or the delusion and ignorance taimas ae there and is
not wishful if they are not. He sits like one who is unconcerned and is not disturbed
by the qualities. He stands apart unmoved, being aware that they are the doers of
all actions. He is evenminded to pleasure and pain as well as to a lump of earth, a
stone and goldThe pleasant and the unpleasant are alike to him. He ifecieaf
by either praise or blame. He is the same in honour and evil fame. He is alike to
friend and foeAnd he has abandoned all undertakings.

‘Do not think that this is a goal you can never reach and that therefore you need
not exert yourselfWhat | have described is the state of a perfect mha.way to
it is to serve Me with single-minded devotion. From the third chapter onwards |
have pointed out that a man cannot so much as even breathe withou{kestios),
from which no human being can ever hope to escape. He who would transcend the
gualities should dedicate all his actions to Me, and cease to desire their fruits. If he
does this, his actions will not be an impediment to his progress, for | am Brahma,
immortal life, the eternal law and joy for ever

‘When a man reduces himself to zero, he sees Me alone everywheregut@dis
atita (one who has crossed over the qualities).’

Chapter XV

- he Lord said, ‘This world is like aashvattha(sacred fig)
e tree with roots above and branches below and with the
‘% Vedic hymns as its leaveAnd he who knows it knows the
Aieils s Vedas. The branches of this cosmic tree nourished by the
_ ‘!bﬁi i’#'y. / qualities ‘shoot to heaven and sink to earth’ (Sir Edwin
R Arnold). Sense objects are its sprouts. It is these things of the
senses which bind the soul with the bond«aimain the world of men.
‘The real nature of this tree cannot be known here, nor its beginning, nor
end, nor foundation.
‘This strongly rooted cosmic tree should be cut down with the weapon of non-
co-operation, so that the soul may rise to a higher world from which there is no
return to the world of mortaldVith this end in view a man should engage himself

S8
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in the constant worship of th!‘t_ Ancient of Days, from whom all
this activity (the cosmic process) seems to flowThe wise man who is

free from pride and delusion, victorious over the vice of attachment and devoted
to the Supreme Soul, who is free from carvings and to whom pleasure and pain
are alike,—that wise man reaches the state which is beyond all change, and which
does not need to be illumined by the sun, the moon or That is My supreme
abode.

‘An eternal part of Myself transformed into the individual soul in this world
draws to itself the senses including the mind which reside in méiteen the
soul enters the body or leaves it, it takes these senses with it even as the wind
carries fragrance from its places. It enjoys sense objects with the help of the ear
the eye, the senses of touch and taste, the nose and theThendinorant cannot
recognize it as it goes or stays or enjoys itself under the influence of the qualities,
but the sages see it with the eye of wisdomnivig yogis see it living in their
own bodies, but those who have not achieved evenness of temper cannot see it
even if they try

‘The light of the sun that illumines all the world, that which is in the moon
and in fire,—know that all that light is Mine. Permeating the soil | sustain all
living beings. | become the sap-producing moon and feed the plants. Becoming the
fire of life in the bodies of all living creatures and being united with the life
breaths, | digest four kinds of food. | abide in all hearts. From Me are memory
and wisdom as well as their absence. | am that which is to be known by all the
Vedas. So also | am the authorM&danta and the knower of tMedas.

‘There may be said to be two kinds of personalities in this world, namely
kshara (the perishable) and-kshara (the imperishable)The perishable is all
beings; and the imperishable is | who inspire them, and am the same foBetver
beyond either is the highest spirit who is called the Supreme Soul, and who,
pervading all, sustains the three world$is too is I. | therefore transcend the
perishable and even, the imperishable, and am known in the world as well as in
the Vedas as the supreme realithie wise man who recognizes Me as such knows
all that need be known, and serves Me with his whole being.

‘O sinlessArjuna, | have told you this most secret teaching. By knowing this a
man becomes truly wise and reaches the shores of salvation.’

¢
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Chapter XVI

: - | he Lord said, ‘I will now point out the distinction

A between the divine and the demoniacal naturesiong
’ ‘f@ the signs of the divine are fearlessness, purity of heart, wisdom,
77 Wiy evenness of tempeself-control, alms-giving, sacrifice, study of
7 % '1, . the scriptures, austerjtystraightforwardness, non-violence,
1) et ’truth, freedom from anger renunciation, peacefulness, not
speaking evil of others, compassion to all living beings, absence of greed,
gentleness, modestyabsence of fickleness, vigouorgiveness, fortitude, purity
internal as well as external, freedom from malice and pride.

‘Among the signs of the demoniacal are hypocresyrogance, conceit, anger
cruelty and ignorance.

‘The divine nature leads to liberation while the demoniacal leads to bondage.
Arjuna, you are born with the endowments of the divine nature.

‘I will say something more about the demoniacal nature, so that people may
easily give it up. Men of such a nature do not know what to do and what to refrain
from doing.There is no purity or truth in them, so that they do not observe the rules
of good conduct.

‘They hold that the world is unreal, without basis or ruksr them sex is all
the world so that they think of nothing except enjoyment of the objects of sense.

‘They do horrible deedsThey are dull-wittedThey hold fast to their wicked
thoughts and all their activity is directed only to the destruction of the widnkir
desires are insatiabl&hey are full of hypocrisypride and arroganc&hey are thus
plagued by innumerable carekhey want fresh sensual pleasures every dhgy
are “ensnared

In nooses of a hundred idle hopes” (Arnold), and by unlawful means amass
wealth in order to gratify their desires.

“l got this today; | will get that tomorrow killed this one enemy today; | will
also kill others. I am a man of might. | have great possessidhs.is my equal?
With a view to fame | will sacrifice to the gods, give alms and make merhgy
say this to themselves with a chuckle, and being caught in the net of delusion, go
to hell at last.

‘Men with sucha nature, given over to pride, speak ill of others and thus hate
God who dwells in all heart3hey are therefore frequently born in the wombs of
degraded parents.

.

5L



Gandhi News/ 91 7€
Vol. 14, No. 20 G&iZ-GIL76%9d, 205

%

‘There are three gates to he leading to the ruin of the soul : lust,
anger and greedherefore we should renounce them all.Turning aside
from them, men go by the strait and narrow path and reach the highest state.

‘He who disregards the scriptures composed of eternal principles and gives
himself up to pleasure cannot attain happiness or peace characteristic of the right
way.

‘Therefore in deciding what you must do and what you must not do, you should
acquire the knowledge of fundamental and immutable principles from wise men and
think and act accordingly

ﬁ i

Chapter XVII
.-1-- L rjuna askd, ‘What happens to those who serve in faith,
: ; neglecting the prevailing code of conduct?’
‘@ The Lord replied, ‘There are three kinds of faith,
;g% Ii’ - characterized byattva, rajasor tamasas the case may bAs
SN DY is a mars faih, so is he.

‘Sattvikamen worship the godsajasa men worship demigods and demons; and
tamasamen worship the spirits of the dead.

‘The nature of a magr’faith cannot be ascertained band. In order to assess
it correctly one must know the precise nature of his food, austsdtyifice and
alms-giving.

‘Foods which make for long life and increase the vital force, ggnetrength
and health are said to lmattvika. Rajasdoods are violently bittersour hot or
pungent and give rise to disease and aches and paidscooked food which is
stale or gives out a bad smell and the leavings of others are saidtdamésa.

‘The sacrifice which is déred as a matter of duty without expecting a reward
and with mental concentration is said to $mtvika. A rajasa sacrifice is that in
which a reward is desired and which ideoéd for outward showAnd atamasa
sacrifice is one in which scriptural rules are disobeyed, no eatables or alms are given
away and no hymns are chanted.

‘Honouring the saintly purity, brahmachaya and non-violence constitute
austerity of the bodyTruthful, pleasant and beneficial speech as well as a study of
the scriptures is austerity of the spee&hd cheerfulness, gentleness, silence, self-
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control and purity of motive— ; these are called the austerity of the
mind. Such austerity of the mind, body and speech as is practised
without desire of fruit by men with an evenness of temper is said satbaka.
Austerity practised for ostentation and with a view to gaining honour is said to be
rajasa. And austerity done by obstinate fools with self-torture or with the object of
hurting others is said to bamasa.

‘A gift “made in due place, due time and to a fit recipient” without expecting
a reward and with a feeling that it is right for a man to give is said satveika.

A gift made grudgingly with a view to getting something in return is regarded as
rajasa. And the gift which is given in a contemptuous spirit, and without honour
done to the recipient and without considering the proper time and place for it is said
to betamasa.

‘Brahma is designated in th€edas asOm tat sat.Therefore men of faith
pronounce the sacred syllallem when they commence any rite of sacrifice, alms-
giving or austerityThis single syllable stands for Brahmiat meansthat. And sat
meanssatya, beneficent.That is to sayGod is one, He alone is, He alone is truth
and the benefactor of the world. He whdeod a sacrifice, makes gifts or practises
austerity with a realization of this truth and in a spirit of dedication is a man of
sattvika faith. And he is free from blame if he knowingly or unknowingly does
something difierent from the correct procedure in the spirit of dedication. But acts
undertaken in the absence of such a spirit are said to be performed without faith and
therefore areasat (unreal).’

Chapter XVIII

n ven afterhe had pondered over the teaching in all the
previous chapters, there was still a doubAijuna’s mind.
’ p@ So he said, ‘Theannyasaf the Gita seems to be fdifent from
; 1;%‘ yf & renunciation as currently understodite sannyasaand tyaga
%, W
VA \ <1

&/ really different?”
While resolvingArjuna’s doubt in answer to this question, the Lord summarized
the Gita doctrine in a concise manner : ‘Some actions are motivated by desire.

Various activities are indulged in by men with a view to fulfil various desiitesse
are calledkamyaactions.Then again there are certain necessary and natural actions
such as breathing, eating, drinking, lying down, sitting etc. with a view to keep the
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body a fit instrument of servicésﬁ_;:f And thirdly there are actions done
with a view to serve others. Giving up kamya actions issannyasa,and

renunciation of fruits of all actions tyagaas recommended to you all along.

‘Some peple maintain that there is evil, no matter how little, in all actions
whatever Even so, a man must not give up actions done with a vieyajtta
(sacrifice), that is to saythe service of other8lmsgiving and austerity are included
in yajna. But even while serving others, a man should act in a spirit of detachment.
Otherwise his activity is likely to be mixed up with evil.

‘Renunciation owing to ignorance of duties that must be done is said to be
inspired by tamas. Giving up any action merely because it involves physical
suffering is said to beajasa. But service rendered to others because of a feeling
that it must be done and without the desire for the fruits issa#lika tyagaln
this tyagatherefore there is no giving up of all actions, but only of the fruit of duties
that must be done, and of course of qtlieat is,kamyaactions.When a wise man
acts in such a selfless spirit, all his doubts are dispelled, his motives are pure and
he has no thought of personal comfort and discomfort.

‘He who does not abandon the fruits of action must enjoy or put up with the
natural consequences of his own ‘acts, and is thus a bond-slave foB&tviee who
gives up the fruits of action achieves freedom.

‘And why should man feel attachment for action? It is idle for anybody to
imagine that he himself is a dodihere are five causes for the accomplishment of
all actions, namel|ythis body the doerthe various instruments,fefts, and last but
by no means the least, providence.

‘Realizing this, a man should give up pride. He who does something without
egoism may be said to be not doing it in spite of his doing it, for he is not bound
by his action. Of a humble man who has reduced himself to zero it may be said that
he does not kill though he kill§his does not mean that the man in spite of his
humility may kill and yet be ungdcted by the killing. For no occasion can arise for
such a man to indulge in violence.

‘There are three things that inspire action : knowledge, the object of knowledge
and the knowerAnd there are three constituents of action : tlgaoy the deed and
the doer The thing tobe done is the object of knowledge; the method of doing it
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is knowledge and he whknows |t§,__h___ is the knower After he has thus
received an impulse to action, he performs an action in which the
senses serve as instrumenfthought is thus translated into action.

‘That by which a main is able

“To see one changeless Life in all the lives”

(Edvmold)

and to realize the essential unity that underlies all diversitisatigikaknowledge.
In rajasa knowledge one holds that there arefedi#nt souls in dferent creatures,
while in tamasaknowledge a man does not know a thing and imagines that
everything is mixed up without rhyme and reason.

‘Similarly there are three kinds of actiofction in which there are no likes and
dislikes and no desire for personal gainsagtvika.That in which there is a desire
for enjoyment, egoism and restlessnessjasa action. And tamasaaction is one
in which no thought at all is given to personal capacity and consequential injury or
violence and which is undertaken through delusion.

‘So also there are three classes of dokrsattvikadoer is free from attachment
and egoism and yet firm and enterprising and is neither elated by success nor
worried by failure A rajasadoer is impassioned, greedy and violent, “slave by turns
of sorrow and of joy’'(Edwin Arnold) and of course desires to obtain the fruit of his
actions.And a tamasadoer is unsystematic, procrastinating, obstinate, malicious
and indolent; in short, without an iota of self-culture.

‘Intellect, firmnes and happiness also are said to be of three kinds.

‘The sattvikaintellect is able properly to distinguish between action and non-
action,

“What must be done, and what must not be done,
What should be feared, and what should not be feared,
What binds and what emancipates the soul.”
(Edwin Arnold)
The rajasa intellect tries to draw these distinctions but generally fails to do so
correctly while thetamasaintelled “looks upon wrong as right and sees all things
contrariwise of truth”.(Edwin Arnold)

‘Firmness is the power of taking up some thing and sticking to it through thick
and thin. It is more or less inherent in all things; otherwise the world could not
subsist for a single moment. Firmness s@ttvika when there is a constantly
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maintained balance between t ~ activities of the mind, the vital airs
(pranas)and the sense¥he firmness ' by which a man holds fast to duty
pleasure and wealth from attachment and with a view to personal advantage is
rajasa. And firmness istamasa,“wherewith the fool
Cleaves to his eth, his sorrow and his fears,
His vanity and despair
(Edwin Arnold)
‘Sattvika happiness is the “pleasure that endures,
Banishing pain for aye, bitter at first
As poison to the soul, but afterwards
Sweet as the taste éimrit.”
(Edwin Arnold)
It arises from true self-knowledge.
‘Rajasa happiness arises from sensual enjoyment.
“. .. Sweet
As Amrit is its first taste, but its last
Bitter as poison.”
(Edwin Arnold)
‘And tamasahappiness is that
“... which springs
From sloth and sleep and foolishness.”
(Edwin Arnold)

‘This threefold classification is thus applicable to all thingse duties of the
four varnas(classes in ancient Hindu society) are fixed by reason of the dominance
or recession of the qualities planted in each.

‘A Brahmana conduct is characterized by calmness, self-discipline, austerity
purity, forgiveness, uprightness, wisdom, experience and faith in Qo
characteristics of a Kshatriya are valosplendour firmness, resourcefulness, not
flying from battle, open-handedness and leaderghigaishyas task is “to till the
ground, tend cattle, venture trad&dwin Arnold), and service is the Shudsavork.

This is not to say that a member of any one of these classes may not be endowed
with qualities characteristic of other classes or is not entitled to cultivate them in
himself. But qualities and work as mentioned above serve as signs for the
recognition of a mas’varna. If the qualities and tasks of each caste are recognized,
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there is no undesirable competiti&f’_ or feeling of hatred among them.
There is no question here of high and low. But if each does his duty

selflessly according to his nature, he will reach perfectidrerefore one own

duty, though it appears to be valueless, is better than the duty of another which
seems to be easp man may remain free from sin when he performs the task
naturally allotted to him, as he is then free from selfish desires; the very wish to do
some-thing else arises from selfishness. For the rest, all actions are clouded by
defects as fire by smoke. But the natural duty is done without desire for its fruit, and
thus loses its binding force.

‘The calm yogi who has been sanctified by thus performing his own diity
has his mind under control, who has given up the five sense objects, who has
overcome likes and dislikes, who lives in solitude, i.e. whose eyes are turned inward,
who achieves mastery of his mind, body and speech by abstemiousness, who is ever
conscious of the living presence of God, and who has given up pride, desire, anger
acquisitiveness and the like,—that yogi is fit to be united with Brahma. He is
equiminded towards all men. He neither rejoices nor indulges in grief. Such a
devotee has true knowledge of God and is absorbed in Hios taking refuge in
Me, he gains the eternal place.

‘Therefore dedicate your all to Me, regard Me as the supreme object of your
love, and with discrimination, fix your mind on MAs you do this, you will
overcome all dficulties. But if out of egoism you do not listen to Me, you will
perish.The one thing needful is that abandoning all conflicting views, you should
come to Me alone for shelteand thus be freed from sin.

‘Do not tell this truth to anyone who is not a devotee, austere in life, and hating
Me, does not wish to listen. But one who communicates this great secret to My
devotees will surely come to Me in virtue of his devotion.’

After having thus reported to Dhritarashtra the dialogue betwepma and
Krishna, Sanjaya said,

‘Where there is Krishna, the prince of yoga, akguna with his bow and
arrows, there are prosperityictory, happiness and fundamental morality

Krishna to whom the epithet ‘prince of yoga’ has here been applied means pure
knowledge based on spiritual experience, and by referridgjima as an archer it
is suggested that where there is action in accordance with such knowledge, the doer
obtains every wish that is not contrary to lofty morals.
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TRANSLATOR’'S NOTES

Chapter |
‘I regard Duryodhana and his party as the baser impulses in maArjand and his party as the
higher impulsesThe field of battle is our own bod&n eternal battle is going on between the two
camps. ...Krishna is the Dweller within, ever whispering in a pure heart. Like the watch the heart
needs the winding of purity; or else, the Dweller ceases to speak’ (M. K. Gatidkiu: Dharma,
Navajivan, 1950, p. 156).

Chapter Il
‘English friends made me read the Gita....They placed before me Sir Bdwald’'s magnificent
rendering of the Gita. | devoured the contents from cover to cover and was entrancédelast
nineteen verses of the second chapter have since been inscribed on the tablet of mkdyeart.
contain for me all knowledg&he truths they preach are the “eternal verities.”...

‘Those verses are the key to the interpretation of the Gita’ (ibid., p. 152).

‘The message of the Gita is to be found in the second chapter where Krishna speaks of the
balanced state of mind, of mental equipoise. In nineteen verses at the close he explains how this
state can be achieved. It can be achieved, he tells us, after killing all your passions. It is not possible
to kill your brother after having killed all your passions’ (ibid., p. 179).

‘I have endeavoured to show that its message consists in the performances afuty&lith
detachmentThe theme of the Gita is contained in the second chapter and the way to carry out the
message is to be found in the third chagthis is not to say that the other chapters have less merit.
Indeed every one of them has a merit of its own.

‘I hope that those who take part in the...celebration [of Gita-jayanti] will approach it in the
proper spirit and with a fixed intention to live up to the message of the noble song’ (ibid., p. 182).

A fittingly anonymous article irfifThe Tmes of November 17. 1956 will serve as a fine
commentary on the Gita doctrine :

‘In the collect for tomorrow (the twenty-fifth Sunday affemity) prayer is ofered that those
who “bring forth the fruit of good works” may be “rewarded by Gadhére seems to be a conflict
between morality and religion at this point. For while the former is emphatic that good actions must
be done without the thought of reward and makes its motto “duty forsdaake”, the latter insists
that God makes a distinction between good and evil, so that one meets with his approval while the
other is condemned, and uses to express this the common language of reward and punishment.

‘Did not Jesus himself ask, “What shall it profit a man if he gain the whole world and lose his
own soul?"Yet his life is clear evidence that the only service of God he valued was one that is free
from any taint of self-interest. His fidelity was unshaken even when it became clear that it would
lead him to abandonment by his friends and death at the hands of his efdraiesoss is a
reminder that devotion to God and love to man, if they are rewarded at all, must find their reward
elsewhere than in popular approval or material advantage.

‘What then are the rewards of which the collect spe@ks?answer is to be found in the words
: “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see Gdte"reward of service is not something
attached to the service to make it worthwhile; it is of the same order as the service itself. Inner
dedication to God leads to admission into his fellowship and deeper knowledge of his will : the love
of God makes possible an ever closer likeness tohim.vision of God, the enrichment of osie’
whole being, the joy of co-operation with Him in the enterprises of His kingdom—these are the
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rewards that God bestows on h B servants.

‘Yet that is not allWhile it is true that ~ the primary rewards to the life of the spirit
are in the realm of the spirit, it is also true that character and uprightness may bring substantial
advantages at a lower levéhere have been cases in which public opinion has rallied to a leader
just because he was known to be entirely honest and disinterested, giving him powécaiitbof
it would not entrust to a meaner persdobe scrupulously fair and absolutely reliable in business
may bring advantages that do not fall to the lot of those who think only in terms of immediate
profit.

‘Not, of course, that action is to be for such gaifiee maxim that “honesty is the best policy”
is a dangerous one. He who chooses honesty for the returns it yields may be tempted to abandon it
when circumstances arise in which it looks likely to be unprofitaliie. paradox is that a virtue
such as honesty leads to esteem and success when it is practised for its own sake, without any
thought either of esteem or of success. Religion and morality are alike injured by any appeal to self-
interest; the reward God gives is the vision of Himself, and this is for those only who serve him
without thought of what will be lost and what will be gained thereby

‘Perhaps this paradox that the rewards of Gaérvice are for those only who serve him with
no thought of reward lies behind the saying of Jesus that he who would save his life will lose it
while he who is prepared to lose it will find that he has in fact preserved it. God receives into the
choicest company of His servants those who follow truth and right simply because they are truth
and right, and do not ask what the outcome of their fidelity will be. In the great words of Ignatius
Loyola, they labour and do not ask for any reward save that of knowing that they dondbd’

ﬁ i

Chapter XII
Whenever | meet any one who knows the Gita by heart, he or she commands my respect.... | would,
however like the reciters to realize that the mere recitation is not an end in itself. It should be an aid
to the contemplation and assimilation of the meaning and the message of the Gita. By patience even
a parrot can be taught to recite it by heart. But he would be no wiser for the recithgaeciter
of’ the Gita should be what its author expects him to be—a yogi in its broad sense. It demands from
its votaries balance in every thought, word and deed and a perfect correspondence between the
three. He whose speech and action do not accord with his thoughts is a humbug or a hypocrite’
(ibid., pp. 170-1).

‘Devotion is not mere lip-worship; it is a wrestling with death....

‘[It] is no soft-hearted dfisiveness. It certainly is not blind faith. [It] has the least to do with
externalsA devotee may use, if he likes, rosaries and forehead marks or rerkegst but these
things are no test of his devotion....

‘The popular notion of [devotion] is soft-heartedness, telling beads and the like and disdaining
to do even a loving service lest the telling of beads might be interrdpieddevotee] therefore
leaves the rosary only for eating, drinking and the like, never for grinding corn or nursing patients.

‘But the Gita says, “no one has attained his goal without actior(ihid., pp. 160-1,
paragraphs 9, 10, 13).

InVrindavan Shri Krishnaprem sawaishnavalying of typhoid All round, coming and going
werevaishnavasvith rosaries in their hands, but there was no one to give him even a glass of water
“What can be the value of such worship as thig?asked. See hithe Searh for Truth, p. 26.

(End)
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Tribute to Mahatma Gandhi

Romain Rolland

Villeneuve, Lake Geneva
1 October 1930
Gandhi, for us, is not only the heroic guide of his immense people claiming its
liberty—and about to take it. He is the surest, the purest spiritual light shining in
the dark skies of our timé&midst the tempests in which the sinking ship of our
civilization risks vanishing with all its cgo, he is the star that shows us the way—
the only way still open that leads to salvation.

This way is within us. It is the supreme eperthe eneggy of heroic non-
acceptance. It is the refusal hurled by the proud soul against injustice and violence.
It is the revolution of the spirit.

This revolution does not breed opposition between races, classiessand
religions; it brings A\l n \
them  together It X
awakens in every ma
the deep fire of the
One Soul, which mad
humanity rise from the
void into which in its
madness it now aspirg
to return. It remindg
the Christians of ho
to be Christiang
(which they no longe

1. Text sent to Reginald Reynolds for publication on the occasion of Garihihday
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are except in form); it reminds th ~ “free spirits” how to be free (which

they no longer are except in empty speeches which mask their servility);

it reminds all men how to respect in each other equal sons of the same Father—the
sameDei Optimi Maximi—the spirit of light and love, who, as on the first days,
“when darkness was upon the face of the deéms, it still is todayYmoved on the

face of the waters”.

April 1935,— Subhas Chandra Bose sends me his wri
account of our recent conversation, which he mean
publish. His account is fairly exact in outline; he simplif
and reduces my replies to almost nothing, to the profi
the questionerbut this is a frequent snag in conversati
at second hand between two participants who do
understand each otherlanguagesThe direct impression i
bound to be blunted.
In a letter of 27April 1935, | correct my thought o
two details:
1. You say that in a split between Gandhi and “the younger generation” in India, |
should be on the side of the yourihat’s not quite the way | put it. | dan’
see it as a decision between two generations or two political parties (which in
any case are not exactly defined in your account; do the “younger generation”
mean the Socialists, the Communists, the Independent Radicals, or what?) No!
the question, as | see it, is a higher one, concerning the cause of.Uabayr
quite clearly : “If, by some unfortunate turn of events, Gandhi (or any other
party) turns out to be in conflict with the cause of the workers and the
labourers, and their necessary evolution towards a Sociagisiniaation,—if
Gandhi (or any other party) loses interest and turns away from this,—I shall
still go forward with the world of Labour and | shall share in thefores and
their struggles; for on this side is to be found true justice and the true and
necessary law of social development.

2. You speak of the ten (or fifteen) years of “mental agony” which | have spent
questioning my “attitude towards nonviolence” and my final decision on the
subject. My inner conflict has been over a broader and more complex field.
Since the end of the war | have had to revise all my social ideas, indeed the

Y



= Gandhi News/ 2lI&t 7€
¥ Vol. 14, No. 20 G&iZ-GIL76%9d, 205

whole of my ideology Thegﬂt__ﬁ guestion of nonviolence was only a
fragment of this great debate— and | have not decidedagainst
nonviolence. | have simply decided that nonviolence could not be the central
pivot of all social action.It is only one of the means, one of its suggested
forms, and it is still under experimentatio’vhat must be at the centre of our
concerns is the establishment of a more just and humane social order—and to
be established, it must be imposed, for it must first be strenuously defended
against all the violence of the old orderich is condemned once and for all;
for it is based on social iniquitgapitalist exploitation, the military imperialism
which flows from it and the oppression of three-quarters, if not nine-tenths of
the earthAgainst this odious state offairs, this permanent state of Crime, it
is our commanding duty to dare to act with the most extreme vigoar not
to wait (for the permanent state of reigning Crime is certainly not waiting! If it
is not destroyed, it will be the destruction of all human sogidtyerefore we
must act against it with all the arms of violence and nonviolence which can
strike at the tayet most promptly and most tellingly reject no weapon,
provided it is in the hands of worthjrank and disinterested combatants. My
own task over thelast few years has been to try to bring together the
revolutionary forces of nonviolence and violence in the common fight against
social Crime, against the old order which enslaves and exploits humEmiy
was my role in the “Wrld Congress oAll Parties againsiWar and Fascism”
which took place inAmsterdam inAugust 1932, and in the permanent
committees which sprung from this Congress. | still believe today that there is
in nonviolence a powerful latent revolutionary eyerwhich can and must be
utilized (refusal of military service, general strikes in the munitions factories,
chemical products, transport, etcQrganized nonviolence and disciplined
revolutionaly violence must or should be two allied armies, each keeping its
own tactics, but both codinating their effots in the common action against
the common enemy of humaniyhich is war Fascism, industrial and militgr
capitalism, imperialism, social iniquityetc.
...I need hardly add that | still keep myfedtionate respect for Gandhi—even

if in the future | have the sorrow of seeing him stand aside from the social action

into which my duty calls me to enter—in which, in fact, | have beengetieally

operating for several years....
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February 1939,— The Indian ‘ﬁ_&_ philosopher S. Radhakrishnan, at
present teaching in Oxford, has  asked me to co-operate in a book of
tributes which he is collecting tofef to Gandhi on his birthday write this text
for him (February 1939) :

An Expession of Gratitude to Gandhioim a Man of the @t

Gandhi, for India, is not only a hero of their national histardyose memory will
pass as a legend into the age-old epic. He has not only been the spirit of life and
action who has breathed into the people of India the proud consciousness of their
unity, their power and their will to independence. For all the peoples avése he
has renewed the message of Christ which had begptfen or betrayed. He has
inscribed his name among the sages and saints of humanity; and the radiance of his
features has found its way into every region of the earth.

He appeared in the eyes of Europe at an hour when such an example seemed
almost miraculous. Europe had scarcely gyaérfrom four years of savage warfare,
whose ravages, ruins and rancours were living on and breeding the germs of new
wars yet more implacable. In addition there was the overwhelmiiegt eff the
revolutions, with their inevitable train of social hatred, gnawing at the hearts of the
nations. Europe was weighed down under a heavy night, great with misery and
despair without a single streak of lighthe appearance of Gandhi, this frail, naked
little man, repudiating all violence, armed only with his reason and his love, whose
humble and stubborn gentleness had recently won his first victories against blind
force, seemed a paradoxical challenge flung in the face of politics and the
traditionally accepted and uncontested wisdom ofMbst. But it was at the same
time a glimmer of salvation opening in the midst of despéér could hardly believe
it, and we needed a long time to convince ourselves of the reality of such a prodigy
Who knows this better than I, one of the first in West to discover and spread the
Word of the Mahatma?... But as the certainty of the existence and the piaieiyt
and progressive labours of the spiritual master of India gradually imposed itself, a
torrent of gratitude and faith flowed towards him from West. For manyhe was
like a second coming of Christ. For others, for independent thinkers worried by the
uncontrolled advance of Western civilization no longer directed by any moral
principle, in which even its prodigious genius of discovery and invention had
deviated monstrously in the direction of its own ruin, Gandhi was a new incarnation
of Jean-Jacques Rousseau drdstoy, denouncing the illusions and crimes of
civilization and preaching to men the return to nature, to the simple life, to health.
Governments pretended to ignore or to scorn him. But the people sensed in him
their best friend and their brothdfere in Switzerland | have seen the pious love
he inspired among the humble peasants of countryside and mountain.
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But if his Word o wisdom andg: love, like that of the Master of the
Sermon on the Mount, has touched  the hearts of thousands of good
people, it did not fall to them—any more than it was granted to the Master of
Nazareth—to change the course of a world which has devoted itself to war and
destruction. In order to be applied in politics, the doctrine of nonviolence needs a
moral climate very dierent from that which prevails in Europe today: it demands

a total self-sacrifice, immense and unanimous, which has no chance of present
success in face of the growing ferocity of the new regimes of totalitarian dictatorship
which have established themselves in the world and proved themselves pitilessly in
the blood of millions of menThe radiance of such sacrifices cannot hope to lead
to victory until after a very long period of trials for the peoples of the world, and
the peoples cannot have the heroism necessary to bear them unless they feel
themselves supported and exalted by a faith like that of Gahldisi.faith in God

is lacking in the majority of our men of thest, people as much as elitend the

new faiths (nationalist and revolutionary) generate violembe. most ugent thing

for the people of th&Vest to do is to defend, by every possible means, their liberties,
their independence and even their lives which are threatened by the voracious
imperialism of the Fascist and racialist states in coalifldwir political abdication
would inevitably lead to the enslavement of humanggrhaps for centuries. In
these circumstances, we cannot recommend or practise Gaddhbirine, however
much we respect it.

It seems to us that it is called upon to play in the world the role of the great
monasteries of the Christian Midddges, in which was preserved, as on an islet in
the middle of a stormy ocean, the purest treasure of moral civilization, the spirit of
peace and love, the serenity of the miAdylorious and sacred role! May the spirit
of Gandhi, as of old that of the great founders of the Christian orderBriuso,

S. Bernard and SFrancis, maintain, amidst the furious torments of the age of crisis
and transformation through which mankind is passing,Givéas Dei,the love of
humanity and of harmony!

For the rest of us, intellectuals, scientists, writers and artists, we who also work,
as much as our feeble forces will allow prepare for the spirit this City of all men
in which reigns the peace of God, we who are the third order (in the language of
the Church) and who belong to the Pan-Humanist brotherhood,—we send our
fervent tribute of love and veneration to Gandhi our master and hretherin his
heart and in his action resges our ideal of the humanity to come.

By Courtsey :

Romain Rolland and Gandhi Gaspondence

(Letters, Diay Extracts,Articles etc.), Publications Division, Ministrof Information and Byadcasting,
Government of India, 1976, 1990
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DIRECTOR-SECRETARY’S REPORT

on
the Programme and Activities at
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore
from July, 2019 to Middle of September, 2019

m In-house Activities :

1. Day-long Camp on Environment & its Development (05.07.2019)
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalay=
Barrackpore aganized a day-long cam
on ‘Environment and its Developme
on July 5, 2019 at the premises of
SangrahalayaThe students of class I.
to Xl of four schools of Barrackpor
and its adjacent areas vi—
Manmathanath High School,A.B.
Model High School, Kshetramohz
High School and Jafarpur Charakte..
Girls’ High School were participated in this camp. Overall 95 participants
including 85 students and 10 teachers from these schools were attended in this
camp. Shri Samar Bagchi, Former Director of Birla Industrialeé&hnological
Museum, Kolkata and DPunarbasu Chaudhuissistant ProfesspDepartment
of Environmental Science, University of Calcutta were present as Experts for
conducting the camp. In the first session Shri Bagchi an€baudhury delivered

their presentations on the present alarming

situations of our environment and Shri

Bagchi also highlighted the alternative

paradigm of development in perspective

- of the views of Mahatma Gandhi and

Gururudev Rabindranatffagore. In the

P " next session the Experts divided the

i ﬂ students in four groups and provided them

a sheet of questionnaires related to various
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environmental problems and © suggested to each group to discuss
about the various issues o environment among themselves.
After completion the group discussion the group leader of each group had
submitted some important questions to
the Experts for panel discussion. In this :
session the Experts clearly explained aa '

the questions of the students, which Ha@
been raised by the students by thei
group discussionAt the end of the
camp the DirecteBecretary of the®
Sangrahalaya explained the significa
for organizing such camp in this presey
critical situation of our environment t@
all the participants, so that all of us can take an oath to protect our environment
for building up a ‘Cleaned India’, which
would be a very important thinking for all

of us to commemorate the Mahata’
views for developing his Dreamed India in
this 150th BirthAnniversary year of Him.

The Camp was ended by the singing of a
Tagores Song jointly i.e. “My heart sings

at the wonder of my place in this world of
light and life” (“Akash Bhora Surjdara”,

in Bengali).

2. Celebration of 73rd Independence Day (15.08.2019)

The 73rd Imependence Day was celebrated by Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya,
Barrackpore orAugust 15, 2019 -« N L
at the premises of the
Sangrahalaya. The programme

was started by the hoisting of our
National Flag at 09:30 am in
presence of various Eminent
Persons of Barrackpore. By the
initiative of ShriTapan Banerjee,
former Headraster of Talpukur
Kshetramohan High School

seedling of plant was planted

8t
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Sangrahalaya’ premises. The " Inaugural function of the flag
hoisting ceremony was ended by the deliberation of their speeches. In
the second session of the programgas

Draw competition for the children. Janab

: Abul Kalam Azad Islam, SDO of
Barrackpore subdivision was present to grace the programme as Special Guest.
The group of Trainees of the

=~ the cultural programme.A renowned
~ Magician, Shri Tarun Kumar and his

associates performed a Magic shéw
the end of the programme all t
participants of Sit & Draw competitio
were awarded the prizes and certifica
and the 1st, 2nd and 3rd winners
each group were also awarded so
special prizes by the Sangrahalaya

8d
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m Outreach Activities :

1. Participation in International Seminar on ‘Gandhian Thought & Activities

for developing a Non-violent Peaceful Society,” organized by Mahatma
Gandhi Smarak Sadan, Dhaka, Bangladesh (26.07.2019)
Mahatma Gandhi Smarak Sadag=
Dhaka, Bangladesh g@anized a
Seminar on ‘GandhianThought &
Activities for developing a Non-violen - _—
Peaceful Society’ in the National Pre &

Club of Bangladesh on July 26, 201 &8s

-

.. ProfessorAnisujjaman, National Professor
of Bangladesh was invited as the Chief
Guest and the @anizer also invited the

! TN (it e et
DirectorSecretary of the Sangrahala ATCEIGT W3l
as the Special GuesAt the inaugural
session Janab Syedbul Maksud,
Founder & Chairman of Mahatm
Gandhi Smarak Sadan, Bangladeggee=s
facilitated the GuestsThe group ofggee=

Students of Dhaka Universitsg

B e
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performed the Opening Songs & ~ the beginning of the seminafhe

Inaugural Address was delivered by Professor Robaet Ferdous,
Professar Department of Mass Communication, Dhaka Unlveréﬂiyrl Pankaj

Bhattacharya, President of Unite - g
National Awami Parties, Banglades
was also present as a Speaker of
seminar The Seminar was preside
over by Janab Syedlbul Maksud.The
Sangrahalaya arranged a spe¢
exhibition on Life & Works of
Mahatma Gandhi and Noakhali Pe

Mission inside the seminar room. On the

occasion of 150th BirthAnniversary of

d Mahatma Gandhi, it was anfedft of two

™ organizations from both parts of Bengal to
spread the message of Gandhiji by

_organizing various programmes at Dhaka
in Bangladesh to commemorate such

“ Great Occasion.

2. Participatory Programme at Daffodil International University, Dhaka,
Bangladesh in collaboration with Mahatma Gandhi Smarak Sadan, Dhaka,
Bangladesh (27.07.2019)

Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore and Mahatma Gandhi Smarak Sadan,
Dhaka, Bangladesh jointly ganized a programme at DBedil International
University in Dhaka, Banglades-\. ~-m - '
on July 27, 2019 tc b
commemorate the 150th Birt
Anniversary ~ of  Mahatme
Gandhi. Janab Syed Abul
Maksud, Founder & Chairman Gk
Mahatma Gandhi Smarak Sad< S
Dhaka delivered a speech abc :
the activities of Mahatm:
Gandhi to the students at tl
beginning of the programme
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The Gandhi Smara
documentary film show
Peace Mission in Noakhali during
1946-47, presently located :
BangladeshThe DirectorSecretary of
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya
conducted a Spot Quiz on life
activities of Mahatma Gandhi for t
students. The winners of the qui
programme were awarded by
Sangrahalaya.

~ Sangrahalaya presented a
emphasizing on Mahatng’ last

3. Outreach Programme at Maulana Abul Kalam Azad University of
Technology, Haringhata, Nadia, to commemorate the occasion of 150th Birth
Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi (30.07.2019)

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad University of Technology Haringhata in Nadia
District omganised a day-long programme for celebratlng the occasion of 150th
Birth  Anniversary of Mahatme :

Gandhi on July 30, 2019.The &
University invited the Gandh
Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpord qu_; :
hold an exhibition in the campu¥
The Sangrahalaya set up t
temporary exhibitions on Life &
Activities of Mahatma Gandhi an
Mahatma Gandhs' Constructive
Programme for Social Reformatioj

)
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entitled ‘India of My Dreams’. ~ The exhibition was inaugurated by

the Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor of the University Professor Saikat

Moitra. Smt. Nilima Nag (Mallick), MLA of Haringhata was present as Special
Guest in the Programme. Shri Nara
Basu, Chairman of Gandhi Smar
Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore delivere
speech at the inaugural function..

- Maya Ghose, Member of Gandhi Smarak
' Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore was also
present in the programmeAfter the

ilmaugural function Shri Pratik Ghosh,

DirectorSecretary of the Sangrahala:'ﬂ -

conducted an audio-visual spot quiz T §

life & activities of Mahatma Gandhi fo . *

the students who had come to atte &

the programme from Gopal Govindy &

Academy School. The Sangrahalay \,5’

awarded the prizes to the winners of f :

Spot Quiz and the prizes were given

Shri Narayan Basu and DrMaya .

Ghose.

@9
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!

4. Participatory programme in the Staff Training Workshop on ‘Exhibition
and Display in Museum’, organized by the Asiatic Society (14.09.2019)
TheAsiatic Society agganized a two dayst&f Training Workshop on ‘Exhibition
and Display in Museum’ on Septembm« )

13 and 14, 2019The institution invited™% .
the DirectorSecretary of Gandh
Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore ¢

.....
nm

resource person in thidNorkshop on
September 14, 2019The Session was
presided by Professorapati Mukherjee,
Chief Secretary ofAsiatic Society
Library. The other resource perso:

Pradip Kumar Mandal, Curato:
Ravindra Bhawan,Visva-Bharati anc
Shri Kamal Kundu offamluk Museum.
The DirectofrSecretary  of  thg
Sangrahalaya presented his delibera
on ‘Revolution in Display of Exhibits
in Museum in ModernNay.

€8
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5. Participation in Celebration ~ of the 150" Birth Anniversary
of Mahatma Gandhi, organized by Housing and Urban
Development Corporation Limited (HUDCO), Kolkata Regional Office
(17/09/2019)
Housing and
Development
Limited (A Govt. of India
Enterprise), Kolkata Region: .
Office celebrated the 150t .
Birth Anniversary of Mahatme
Gandhi at their dice g
premises at Salt :
Kolkata on September _
2019. The HUDCO invited

' ' ! the Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya,

~ Barrackpore to grace the occasion.
~ The Sangrahalaya holds an
Exhibition entitled, ‘India of My

Dreams’ at there. The Director

Secretary of the Sangrahalaya
delivered a lecture with an audio-
visual presentation on Mahatma
Gandhis Ideas on Communal

Structure for Reconstruction @
Ideal Village. Shri Subrate

Saha, General Manag:

(Finance), HUDCO, deliverer # & &

the Welcome Address and al o

the Saff Members of the "
HUDCO, Kolkata Regiona = = ==

Office were present in thg rﬁf
programme to commemora . ¥

. T
the occasion. ‘ A&
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m Mobile Exhibitions :

1. Mobile Exhibitions & Day-long Programme at Digha Devendralal
Jagabandhu Shiksha Sadan in West Mldnapore District (13. 07 2019)
Gandhi Smarak Sgrahalaya, : :
Barrackpore ayanized Mobile, ' b ' ah
Exhibition & Day-long Programme #®% 1 N
entitled ‘Swadhinatar Senani Smaran
Desher Kotha, Dosher Kotha' at Digt$
Devendralal Jagabandhu Shiksha Sa
at Digha inWest Midnapore district o
July 13, 2019A travelling exhibition on i
‘Three Great Personalities in Photographs - Gurudev Rablndréiagbre
Mahatma Gandhi and Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose’ was set up at the premises of
the schoolThe Director Secretary of the Sangrahalaya delivered a presentation
on environmental problems and its soluti@ndocumentary film show on Indian
Freedom Movement was also showm Audio-Visual Spot Quiz on the life and

activities of Mahatma Gandhi was also conducted by the Dir&doretary for
the studentsAt the end of the programme the Sangrahalaya awarded prizes to the
winners of the Spot Quiz.

2. Mobile Exhibition and Day-long
Programme at Chowdhurihat
Vivekananda Vidyamandir,
Coochbehar (18.07.2019)

The Sangrahalaya  reached

Chowdhurihat Vivekananda |
Vidyamandir in Coochbehar District ¢ &
July 18, 2019 to ganize a Mobile

@Y
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Exhibition  cum Day-long - Programme. Nearly two thousand
students and teachers of the institute were participated in the
programme.The Sangrahalaya set up a mobile exhibition on ‘Three Great

- Personalities in Photographs - Gurudev
! RabindranathTagore, Mahatma Gandhi

the school were provided the guide service
by the Sangrahalayd& documentary film

show entitled ‘Muktir Banhisikha’- the¢
Role of Barrackpore in the Freedo y

Movement of India was also shown r
the studentsThe students of the scho
participated in an audio-visual sp

quiz on Life & activities of Mahatm
Gandhi, which was conducted by the DirecSacretary of the Sangrahalajide
winners of the spot quiz were awarded the mementoes by the Sangrahalaya.

3. Mobile Exhibition and Day-long Programme at Bapuji Balika Vidyamandir,
Chakda, Nadia (20.08.2019) ”
The mobile unit of Gandhi Smare . [ 11 : ;Il i
Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore reache . ;
Bapuiji BalikaVidyamandir Chakdah ing
Nadia district to hold a mobil

in Photographs - Gurudev Rabindranath
Tagore, Mahatma Gandhi and Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bosehe students and

teachers of the school performed a group
dance programme with the song of
‘Raghupati Raghava Rajaram’ and

(&}
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instrumental music of Gandhgi’ - favourite Bhajans. The
Sangrahalaya also ganised a documentary film show on Indian
Freedom Movement and also conductedAanio-Visual Spot Quiz on life and
activities of Mahatma Gandhithe winners of the Spot Quiz were awarded the
prizes by the Sangrahalaya.

4. Mobile Exhibitions & Day-long Programme at Pouti High School, Raiganj in
North Dinajpur District (29.08.2019)
The Sangrahalaya reached at Pc
High School in North Dinajpur
District onAugust 29, 2019 to ganize
a Mobile Exhibition and Day-long
ProgrammeThe Sangrahalaya set up
mobile exhibition on ‘Three Gres
Personalities in Photographs - Guru
Rabindranathiragore, Mahatma Gand .
and Netaji Subhash Chandra Boae'the premises of the schoAl.documentary
film show entitled ‘Muktir Banhisikha’- the Role of Barrackpore in Indian

Freedom Movement was also shown to

the studentsThe students of the school

= participated in an audio—visual spot
' quiz on Life & activities of Mahatma

' -?' Gandhi, which was conducted by the

DirectorSecretary of the Sangrahalaya.

The winners of the spot quiz were

awarded the mementoes by the

Sangrahalaya.
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5. Mobile Exhibitions & Day-long Programme at Sudarshanpur Dwarika
Prasad Uchho Vidyachakra, Raiganj in North Dinajpur District (30.08.2019)
A Mobile Exhibition and Day-long.. -
programme was ganised by the L.

Sangrahalaya at Sudarshanpur Dwal
Prasad Uchhd/idyachakra, Raiganj i
North Dinajpur District onAugust 30, %

Gurudev Rabindranatffagore, Mahatma
Gandhi and Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose’
was set up at the premises of the school.
The students of dérent classes of the
school visited the exhibition in group by

their class teacher at firdifter visiting '
the exhibition a documentary film sho }

the studentsThe DirectorSecretary of
the Sangrahalaya also conducted

€
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audio-visual Spot Quiz on lif
for the studentsThe Sangrahalaya
winners of the spot quiz programme.

m Group Visits :

and activities of Mahatma Gandhi
awarded the mementoes to

the

1.0n July 16, 2019 near about 241 students bf ABigustines day school,

Barrackpore visited the
Sangrahalaya for an educatior: "
tour along with their teachery.
They were provided with
guided tour of the Sangrahala
and shown the documentary filr
entitled ‘The Role of Barrackpor
in the Freedom Movement ¢
India’. The Teacher in-chare of
the institution on seeing
display of the Sangrahalay
commented, “Excellent”. '
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2. A group of 10 foreign visitors from London came to visit the Sangrahalaya on
August 10, 2019They were provided with a guided tour of the Sangrahalaya.
After visiting the galleries one of th€ourists commented ‘Thank you for the

help’.

. OnAugust 26, 2019, about one hundr="
twenty students of Madhavpt
Vidyapith, Amdanga, (N) 24 Pganas ___\ _
visited the Sangrahalaya with the
teachers for the educational purpo
They were provided with a guided to
of the Sangrahalaya. On seeing
display of the Sangrahalaya, t
Teacher of the institution comment
‘Thanks for watching'.
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4. A group of fifty students o Bhawanipur Education Society
College, Kolkata came to visit the Sangrahalaya omugust 31, 2019.

They were provided with a detailed guided tour of the galleries and had shown
the documentary film on the role of Barrackpore in Indian Freedom Movement.
After visiting the Sangrahalaya they remarked “Gbod’

5. On September 8, 2019, thirgas
five students of Eastern Railwe
Bharat Scouts & Guides alor
with their guide came to visi¥
the Sangrahalaya.They did
some scouting activities lik.
flag hosting ceremony at th =
premises of the Sangrahala®™
and after completion thel =& = o
activities they visited the. .;:_,

galleries of the Sangrahalaya. =
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6. On Septembed, 2019 sevent seven students oAdamas World
School, Barasat along with their respective teachers and other
personnel visited the Sangrahalayhey were provided with a guided tour of the

Sangrahalaya. On seeing the display of the Sangrahalaya the one of the teacher
of the institution commentett was a vey interesting session MiPratik Ghosh
explained all the things we nicely’.

7. On Septetver 14, 2019 ninety six students from class five to seven along with
six teachers of Delhi Public School, North Kolkata visited the Sangrahalaya and
they were provided with a guided tour to explain the exhibits of the galleries of

A »
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m Speial Visits :

1. Col. Sunil Sing Sugar came to .
visit the Sangrahalaya on July 4,_

2019. He was provided with
detailed guided tour of the Museu
After visiting the Sangrahalaya
briefed

commented, “VelI

excellently maintained
Sukumar briefed &
various parts of the museum in
wonderful way Jay Hind.”

m Media Coverage :

informed

&
museu
th

i) Some renowned Daily News Papers of Bangladesh covered the News of the
Seminar on ‘Gandhiaithought &Activities for developing Nonviolent Peaceful
Society’held at National Press Club, Dhaka on July 26, 2019 - ‘The Dtly;, S

‘Samokal’ and ‘ProthomAlo’.

News published in
‘The Daily Star’, July 27, 2019
Dhaka, Bangladesh
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i) One of the most heart touching story by team CNN news 18 led by senior
correspondent, Ms Prema Raja Raman and her assodaedeam has done
excellent reporting related to the urgettable memories of our ‘Father of the
Nation’ related to Gandhi Ghat and Gandhi Memorial Museum of Barrackpore.

The news wagelecast on CNN News18 okugust 15.
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